Chapter 5. Conservation

The Redmond community has a strong
commitment to conserving green spac e, and
expanding the cityos tr
recommendation of this chapter. Historic park
settings are also treasured; active management of
these parks and cultural landscapes is vital to

their longevity.
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Above: Farrel-McWhirter Farm Park

oTo

we must solve

Ssayve

human problems.

Through the prism
of land, Forterra is

committed to
addressing the
quality of the

underlying social

fabric that binds

us. This place is

wh o

- Forterra
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5.0 Introduction

The character of Redmond is largely determined bipésutiful
setting of forests, streams, hillshe Sammamish River andlley,
and dder farmsteads and homeg£onservatiorand careof these
resources ar&ey factosin maintaining this character
oConservatioain this contextrefers to a range of management
techniques and approaches that protect and improve thelity
or quantity ofland, plants water, wildlife and fish habitat,
aesthetic character, and historic and cultural resources.

Conservation is a crosiepartmental effort in Redmond?ublic

water resourcesndthe HanningDepartmentregulatesnatural,
historic and cultural resourcesThe Parkand Recreation

Department has anique role as the primary land manager of city

properties, which cotain all of these resources

In preparinghe 2016update of the PARCC Plan, Redmond
residents were clear in their desire to sebealthyforested
natural environmentind weltmaintainedhistoric propertiesThis
chapterproposes conservation methodar achievinghe vision

expressed bshe communityt particularlyNB G F Ay Ay 3 wSRY?2

distinctive characteandimproving the health of the ecosystem
through the expansion dfeesthroughout the city allowing
reasonable and thoughtful access to sensitivess, and
LINBaSNWBAYy3 @lfdad oftS StSySyida

Elements of the Conservation Chapter include:

9 Land with conservation value
1 Natural resources on those lands including:
o Water bodies and groundwater
o Fish, wildlife and water quality
o Streams
é o Foress and vegetation
1 Historic and cultural resources

Redmond has a wealth of naturasourceshistoricproperties

27
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Guidance for managing and protecting these is providedubh

several planningacuments ¢ KS  Fdzi dzZNS @A aA2y F2
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natural environment, community character and historic
preservation is described the Comprehensive Plamelow:

oRedmond in 2030 has maintained a very green

character. The city is framed within a beautiful natur

setting, with open spaces and an abundance of trees

O2yAydzAiy3a (2 RSFAYS wSRY2YyRQa LIK&@&AOIf I LILISH NI
including forested hillsides that flank the Sammamish

Valley, Lake Sammamish and Bear Creek. An

interconnected system of open spaces provides hiabita

for a variety of wildlife. Public access to shorelines has

been enhanced while protecting the natural enviromte Above: Luke McRedmond Landing Park

FYR LINPLISNI & 26ySNBEQ NAIKGAD
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special ges, structures and buildings. 2 :
P J OExamine eac

Protecting and enhancing these natural areas aunitural . . f
features are values that are strongly held by the local community queStlon Interms o
and are akey compogeli 2F GKS / AGeé&Qa ¥Fdzic

what is ethically
In addition to itsseventeenthematic elementsthe .
Comprehensive Plancludes supporting functional plans to and aeSthetha”y
addressphysical infrastructure, including thearks, Arts, :

Recreation, Culture and Conservation (PAR®@@) Because ”ght’ as We” as
there is frequeniverlap and coordination between departments, Wh at iS

knowledge of other planning documentshiglpful. Some of the

most relevant toConservatiorinclude: economical |y

1 Capital Investment Strategy: Vision Blueprint and 2014 e X p e d | ent . o
Progress Report

Watershed Management Plan

WSRY2YRQa | Aald2NRO / 2NB

Stormwater Comprehensive Plan

Water Resources Strategic Plan (2@020) And 3Year

Action Plan (2012017)

1 Cultural Resources Management Plaaw plan
underway)

- Aldo Leopold
¢ P

= =4 =4 =4

4| Page Parls, Arts, Recreation, Culture & Conservation P


https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/43828.Aldo_Leopold

Chapter 5: Conservation

5.1 Conservation Goals

The natural setting of Redmond is a large mdnvhat makes the city
unique. e riparian corridors along the Sammamish River, Beaek and
Evans Creek and their many tributs are home to plants, animasd
fish, and these water bodies help to define the visual and cultural
landscape as well. The flat valley of the Sammamish River was conducive
to farming in the past, and oveinte has transitioedto a thriving small
city with homes multi-use developments, and business corporate
headquartersThe steep valley wallre marked byhe deep green of
coniferous and deciduous foreshterspersed with housingnd providea
dramatic backdrop to the streets beloand home for a variety of wildlife
Above: Farrel-McWhirter Park and birds.

The City of Redmond is responsible for managing land that is publicly
(‘) | n t h e @wnﬁzd Hf the City, as well as guiding development on private properties.
There are multiple conservation efts occurring across thetg that

we W||| protect a significant percentagef our land massThis happens through a
variety of mechanisms including the overarching policy guidance of the
conserve only I AGeQa / 2YLINBKSYarAdS tttys FdzyOQiarazyl
departments within the city, protective easements, and critical area
Wh at we IOVE, policies and legislation. Each of these also influences the way that park
. land is managed. A brief description of the tools that guide management
we WI” |OV€ of natural resources on both public and privéaad follows.
on |y Wh at we The Comprehensive Plan visidascribesa beautiful and healthy natural
environment, marked by wethought out stewardship practices and
UnderStand, environmental sustainabilityThat vision is translated in the Natural
: Environment Element of the Congdrensive Plan into a series of policies
and we will e Cormglen P
meant to ensure that the vision is achievethere are also natural
u nderstand relsources related policies in the following elements of the comprehensive
plan:

Only What we 1 Parks, Arts, Recreation, Conservation & Culture (PR)
ar e t au g N t 70 Natural Envirament (NE)

1 Canmunity Character and Historic Preservat{@cC)
- Baba Dioum 1 Urban Centers (DT or OV)

1 Shoreline Master Program (SL or SF)

The most significant policies related to parks and traikslisted in
Appendixs A: Conservation Policies
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5.1.1 Goals

The/ A siapp@oach to conservation is myftionged, as described in the following paragraphs:

Collaboration between City Departmentsnterdepartmental collaboration is a philosophy that infuses all the
work undertaken in the City. It is common for the Parks Redreation Department to coordinate with the

Public Works and Planning Departments to accomplish conservation objectives. Concerns are addressed and
projects are planned as a team, resulting in projects that are more comprehensive and fiscally efficient.

PartnershipsMWorkingwith other jurisdictions and organizatiomsakes itpossible to accomplish more thany
single group caaccompliston its own. Redmond frequently partners with 4Culture, Lake Washington School
District (LWSD), King County andsaéit jurisdictions, and maintaining and growing these relationships will
help maximize public investment and strengthen regional effdie Cityhasalsoteamed withForterrato
developthe Green Redmond Partnershigm alliance to develop and administeforest management plan for

w S RY 2 paik §yatent. The program includes training volunteer forest stewards and using community
volunteer groups to help manage forest health through removal of invasive species, replanting, and general
maintenance.

Smat Growth Planning PrinciplesSmart growth planning is based on a set of principles designed to guide local
communities in their efforts to promote and ensure development activities that yield improved quality of life,
environmental sensitivity, economievitalization and a sense of communitgtrategies that reflect smart

growth planning principlesicludepreservation of open spacesd natural areaglirect development toward
existing communities and infrastructuseistainable design and materialgalkable communities, and energy
efficient planning during site and building desfgn.

Environmental Stewardshiplt is important to be responsible stewards of our natural resources so that future
generations may enjoy and benefit from them as we do todag.dqually important to recognize that resources

exist for the benefit of not only humans but also for other living creatures and plants as well. Key strategies to
YEAYOGFAYAYy3 GKS OAleQa SYBANRYYSy Gl t | cardéied dulithroughs & dzY
functional plans such as the PARCC Plan.

Historic and Cultural Resources Stewardshijne Redmond community prides itself in providing a variety of

cultural and historic opportunities. The City has a strong historic preservationgmogr Landmark Commission

that reviews development related activities at historic properties, and a partnershiptidtRedmond

Historical Society. The Redmond Historical Society colfmatisiotespresenation,l Y R & Kl NBa wSRY2y
history with the comranity at regularly scheduled meetings and special evéfitk S / A& Qa LJ N} a K
O2yySOiGA2Y IYR o0daAfR O2YYdzyAide gl NBySaa 2F wSRY2YR
historic buildings and structures and associated interpregifggnents and programs.

Education and Programmind:zducating the public about protecting and managing natural areas helps them
understand the benefits of natural systems and leads to a shared vision and action plan to protect resources.

! https://www.google.com/?gws_rd=ssl#q=green+redmond-+partnership
2 https://smartgrowthamerica.org/outvision/whatis-smartgrowth/
3 http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/RHS/index.php
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wSRY2YyRQa of natdeg! & iisibBe resources offers excellent opportunities for classes, programs and
experiences for all ages. Partnershapgl/or contractswith Forterra, LWSD, Nature Visidiashington
Conservation Corps, EarthCogpx the Redmond Historical 8ety create multiple options for proviidg welk
designed walks and tours; leadiaducationaland handson events andproviding educationainaterials.

5.2 Inventory

As the City develops, there are changes in the location and extent of natural resoutctescommunity, and

with these changes come new management practices by a variety of landowners. Because the people of
Redmond feel strongly abottie environmentt is necessary tprovide a strong, proactive approach to
managing and caring for natureesources throughout the community. This begins Witlowing where these
resources ardocatedandmaintainng key natural processes and functioméhile acknowledging the need to
accommodate growth. Understanding the property ownership patterns and tlyidg designated critical areas

or property restrictions can be helpful in addressing some of the concerns that may arise oveAtdressing
properties with historic resources is similar, in that having an inventory of known resources, both landmarked
and not, is needed to manage these in a timely fashion.

5.2.1 Land with Conservation Value

Three categories of properties contain the majority of the highest quality natural areas in the city. They are
notable for the different types of protective mechiams that enable them to maintain threconservation value
Thethree categorie®f land with conservation value includety-owned properties, public properties, and
properties with permanent protection.

Property Category Definition

1 Cityowned propeties Includes resource parks and other park categories; trails and trail corridors; utility
properties;
and building sites

2 Other public properties Lands owned by other agencies, such as King County

3 Properties with permanent protectior Public or prigate land with regulatory controls such as critical areas regulations or det
restrictions that protect the natural resource on the property.

The three property categories listed above are a starting point for developing a citywide system of conservation.
These are described in more detaiERrhibit 5.1Protected Properties for Citywide Conservativith examples
to illustrate each.
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Exhibit 5.1:Protected Propeties for Citywide Conservation

TYPE:ICity-Owned Property

Resource Parks are natural areas that may be lightly developed with
features like trails and interpretive activities or signs. Typically they a

not developed for active recreation uses. Neighborhood and |
Community Parks may aldeave areas with conservation value.

Trail Corridors are select linear corridors that contain a developed tra
usually adjacent to a stream, river, utility or other linear feature. The
space surrounding the trail may havwanopy and habitat value.

Stormwater Tracts arereated and designated as part of a land divisio
specifically for management of stormwater. These may be public or
private properties; an example of a public property is StoR & t 2 y e
which is celocated with a park.Utility Properties are Cityowned :
properties with facilities such as wells or water towers.

Building Sites include Citgwned properties with buildings and
associated land with conservation valu€ire Station #17 is an example
of such a site.

REDMOND
FIRE ¢ RESCUE

Fire Station #17
TYPE Il: Other Public Larfds

King County Parks owns several parks and trails in or near Redmond
that are not developed for active recreation, or that exhibit habitat or
conservationvalue, such as the Sammamish River Trail.

Sammamish River Trail

Lake Washington School District has several properties with
conservation value in Redmond, including Einstein Elementary that h
an extensive area of wetland.

Einstein Elementary Weanhds
* Other public jurisdictions or agencies own property within Redmond city limits that may have substantial conservation
value, and those agencies may be willing partners in actively managing their lands

8| Page Parls, Arts, Recreation, Culture & Conservation P
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Exhibit 5.1 Protected Propeties for Citywide ConservatioiiContinued

Critical Areasare protected through regulations that safeguard their
intrinsic environmental value and/or provide for the public health and
safety. The City of Redmond recognizes five broad types of critical are §
Geologicdly Hazardous Areas

Wetlands

Frequently Flooded Areas

Fish and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Areas £ ? L3
Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas Redmond West Wetlands

= )

=) =) =5 =) =

Native Growth Protection AreaNGPA}¥are in separate tracts typally
owned in common by a Hoe Owners Association (HOA). These are
used to protect critical areas during development and are required by
the Critical Areas Ordinance. .

(e ; NN

TDR Site¢Transfer of Development Rights)A TDR program seeks to
preserve landowners' asset value by moving the right to build from a
location where development is prohibited (e.g., for environmental
reasons) to a location where development is encouraged.

Private Parksare created in a residential delopment and are usually
small neighborhood parks or native growth protection areas. The land
LINKA G GS LINBLISNI& FyR Aa 2F0Sy Y
These parks serve a portion of the population or protect sensitive
habitat, similar to therole of a public park.

Private Park in North Redmond

**A range of zoning regulations specify the way that a property can be used, or place limitations on how property can be
developed. The regulatory mechanisms listed below support the preservation of natural areas, though they vary in their
ability to manage land effectively. These apply to both public and private properties; some are parcel-based, though
some, such as stream buffers, are not. "Natural Areas" is the umbrella which includes all types of environmentally
sensitive areas and open space, regardless of protective mechanism. Some of these protective measures are illustrated
above.

Map 5.1 in Appendis C illustratesthe existing land that alreadyasprotected status across the citjt also
reveals the public benefit of preserved green space whetherin public ownership or not, including visual,
ecological and sociéknefits This mapillustrates howthe riverine system extends through most of the city,
providing trees and habitah proximity. However, the southeast and southwest quadrawitthe cityhave
noticeably fewer public properties or protected natural areas.
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OA tr ue
conservationist is
a man who knows
that the world is
not given by his
fathers, but

borrowed from his
chil dr e

- John Audubon Kayakers in the Sammamish River

5.2.2 Natural Resources

The much loved landscape of Redmond and the Puget Sound is large
determined by the uigue Northwest climate, whichfluences the
creation ofthe NB 3 Ahfls/\@leyswater bodiesand lush vegetatioA
The city experiences relatively milsharitimeweather conditions with
most precipitation occurring in the cool, winter months. Thehhig
volume of rainfall received during the winter months is the primary
water source for recharging groundwater supplies, which in turn
replenish stream flows with coatlean waterduring the warmer
summer months. These stream flows are vital to & 3 d e2ofoy

and most notably thesalmon that are found in almost all streams in
Redmond.The forests that shelter these streams are equally vital to tl
health of the entire ecosystem. Above: Herons in the Sammamish
Water Bodies ath Groundwater

The most significant water bodies in Reahd include Lake Sammamish, the Sammamish River, Bear Creek,
Evans Creek (Classdter bodie3, andsixteensmaller creeks and tributaries (Classtieams) Only a smajpart

of Lake Sammamish is within the Redmond city limits, but the rivers andvstkglaich supply ihave a major
impact on shaping the layout of the city, as well as its parks and trails system.

42013,City of RedmondWatershed Management Plan
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