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Assignment - Limits - Purpose and Use of the Report
I was hired to provide an independent evaluation of two arborist’s reports about a western red
cedar tree Thuja plicata. I based my review on the Tree Risk Assessment (TRAQ) protocols
currently accepted as best practices within the tree care industry.
Unless stated otherwise, the information contained in this report covers only the tree I
examined, and reflects the condition of this tree at the time of inspection. My inspection is
limited to visual examination of the subject tree as prescribed for a level 2 Tree Risk Assessment
in the ISA Best Management Practices: Tree Risk Assessment: International Society of Arboriculture:
2011.
My review should be used to provide evidence that a permit for removal for the tree was issued
based on incorrect information provided to the city.

Figure 1 - Looking west towards the
tree. The co-dominant stems can be
seen in the upper crown and the root
area available on the north side of the
tree.

Figure 2 - Looking east towards the
tree. This photo shows the vast area
available for root growth towards the
south.

Zeb Haney | Tree Resource | 253.838.1836 | info@treeresource.com

September 27, 2017

Assessment Review

2 of 8

Summary Conclusion
The tree does not meet current industry definitions of a high risk tree. Documentation provided
to the city for it’s removal do not meet current industry best practices. Neither Bruce MacCoy
nor Jerry Wall are qualified tree risk assessors from the International Society of Arboriculture.
It is my opinion that the conclusions they reached were biased. I’ve detailed several areas
within both arborist’s conclusions that are incorrect, misleading, or overstating tree conditions.

Peer Review of Bruce MacCoy’s Declaration
Among the documents I was given to review is a legal declaration by Bruce MacCoy. I can
address only his arboricultural qualifications and conclusions within the declaration.

• Bruce MacCoy is not an ISA Certified Arborist
• He is not a member of the American Society of Consulting Arborists
• The final section of his declaration is a description of a “routine hazard tree evaluation”. His
description that follows is not an accurate description of the tree and does not follow current
best practices for risk assessment within the tree care industry.
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Peer Review of Jerry Wall’s Health Assessment Form
A peer review of another arborist’s consulting assignment should be based on the level to which
the tree care industry’s published standards and requirements are followed. Indeed, the peer
review itself should be held to these standards. Questions to be asked are; Does the report have
a clearly defined assignment? Is data collected and reported in an organized and clear manner?
Is it understandable? Do the conclusions fit the observations? Are the recommendations
reasonable? And finally, Is the report defensible, will it stand up to scrutiny?
The health assessment submitted by Jerry Wall on September 13, 2016 contains questionable
conclusions:

• Under Section IV Tree Structure - he indicates a severely restricted root area. This is not the
case. The tree has an almost unlimited area to grow roots with a park on the south side and
large landscape beds on the north.

• He indicates soil heaving - there is no evidence of this. This is in the section for lean and is
used to document the symptoms of a tree that has rocked back and forth in a wind or is
otherwise failing at the roots. Again, there is no indication that this is happening.

• He notes a crown defect of a co-dominant fork. There are co-dominant branches but in the
crown but they are not in a condition to warrant a high rating. In this species of tree this is a
normal growth habit. In my opinion I would not even consider this a defect.

• In Section V Risk Rating there is a statement that the tree roots are causing deck rotting - this
is misleading. Tree roots under a deck would not cause rotting of a wood deck above them.

• He makes a statement that a french drain is needed to alleviate damage to the home. This
statement exceeds his assigned role as a tree assessor.

• He states that the installation of a french drain will cause the elimination of 65% to 70% of the
roots of the tree. Again, he is overstating a perceived defect. My opinion is that if the french
drain is installed between the tree and the house it would result in the loss of a small
percentage of the total root zone. This statement requires the acceptance of the earlier
incorrect assumption that the root zone is restricted.

• I disagree with the risk assessment section of the report. He indicates a “moderate 2-point”
probability of failure. This does not match with the descriptions in the table in the section
below. The current conditions of the tree would qualify better under the “low 1-point”
description.

• In the area that sums the total risk rating he gives the tree a moderate rating. If the tree was
accurately represented it should be low.

• Under risk abatement Section VI on the form no abatement is recommended - only removal.
His conclusion of removal of the tree is dependent on his earlier overstating of the condition
of the root zone and the co-dominant stem in the crown.
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Appendix A - Assumptions & Limiting Conditions
1. Consultant assumes that any legal description provided to Consultant is correct and the title
to property is good and marketable. Consultant assumes no responsibility for legal matters.
Consultant assumes all property appraised or evaluated is free and clear, and is under
responsible ownership and competent management.
2. Consultant assumes that the property and its used do not violate applicable codes
ordinances statutes or regulations.
3. Although Consultant has taken cared to obtain all information from reliable sources and to
verify the data in so far as possible, Consultant does not guarantee and is not responsible for
the accuracy of information provided by others.
4. Client may not require Consultant to testify or attend court by reason of any report in less
mutually satisfactory contractual arrangements are made, including payment of additional
fee for such Services.
5. Unless otherwise required by law, possession of this report does not imply right of
publication or use for any purpose by any person other than the person to whom it is
addressed, without the prior express written consent of the Consultant.
6. Unless otherwise required by law, no part of this report shall be conveyed by any person,
including the client, the public through advertising, public relations, news, sales or other
media without the Consultant’s prior express written consent.
7. This report and any values expressed herein represent the opinion of the Consultant, and
the Consultant’s fee is in no way contingent upon the reporting of a specific value,
stipulated result, the occurrence of a subsequent event or upon any finding to be reported.
8. Sketches, drawings and photographs in this report, being intended as visual aids, are not
necessarily to scale and should not be construed as engineering or architectural reports or
surveys. The reproduction of any information generated by architects, engineers or other
consultants at any sketches, drawings or photographs is for the express purpose of
coordination and easy reference only inclusion of such information on any drawings or
other documents does not constitute a representation by Consultant to the sufficiency or
accuracy of the information.
9. Unless otherwise agreed, (1) information contained in this report covers only the items
examined and reflects the condition of those items at the time of inspection; and (2) the
inspection is limited to visual examination of accessible items without dissection,
excavation, probing, climbing, or coring. Consultant makes no warranty or guarantee,
express or implied that the problems or deficiencies of the plans or property in question may
not arise in the future.
10. Loss or alteration of any part of this agreement invalidates the entire report.
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Appendix B - Certification of Performance
I, Zebadiah J. Haney, certify that:
1. I have personally inspected the trees in properties referred to in this report and have stated
my findings accurately.
2. I have no current or prospective interest in the tree or the property that is the subject of this
report and have no personal interest or bias with respect to the parties involved.
3. The analysis, opinions and conclusions as stated herein are my own and are based on
current scientific procedures and facts.
4. My analysis, opinions, and conclusions were developed in this report has been prepared
according to commonly accepted our board cultural practices.
5. No one provided significant professional assistance to me, except as indicated within the
report.
6. My compensation is not contingent upon the reporting of a predetermined conclusion that
favors the cause of the client or any other reporting party nor upon the results of the
assessment, the attainment of stipulated results, or the occurrence of any subsequent events.
I further certify that I am a Registered Consulting Arborist® with the American Society of
Consulting Arborists (ASCA). I am a member in good standing with the International Society of
Arboriculture (ISA). I currently am qualified as a tree risk assessor by the ISA (TRAQ) and hold
the credentials of ISA Board Certified Master Arborist® and ISA Certified Tree Worker Climber
Specialist®.

Zeb Haney
ISA BCMA #PN-5850BT
ASCA RCA #616
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