ATTACHMENT H

July 13th, 2018
Scott Reynolds
City of Redmond
15670 NE 85th Street
Redmond, WA 98052
Via email to: sreynolds@redmond.gov
Re: Holmgren Short Plat; SEPA-2018-00504
Dear Mr. Reynolds,
The Snoqualmie Indian Tribe respectfully submits the following comments regarding the Class IV
stream on the Holmgren site. The Snoqualmie Indian Tribe is a federally recognized tribe in the
Puget Sound region of Washington State. Known as the People of the Moon, Snoqualmie tribal
members were signatories to the Treaty of Point Elliott in 1855, and, amongst other locations,
Snoqualmie tribal members occupied a number of longhouses along Lake Sammamish, some of the
tributaries of which still bear the names of Snoqualmie families.
The applicant’s June 22nd 2018 response to the City of Redmond’s June 18th Request for Additional
Information contends that the applicant’s eyewitness narrative fully and credibly explains running
surface water. The Snoqualmie Tribe takes issue with this statement. The applicant’s argument that
no stream exists on the Holmgren site hinges at least partially on the story of the neighbor’s
allegedly formerly broken pipe, now fixed. We ask, Where is the documentation of the broken pipe
that is now fixed? This should be a simple matter to resolve and would lend partial credence to the
applicant’s narrative of no stream having been present on the site prior to its recent alteration.
The Snoqualmie Tribe is accustomed to verifiable evidence (science) being used in critical areas
designations, as stipulated by the Growth Management Act. On the one hand, we have the
February 2015 video showing running water on the Holmgren site and the updated 2017
Geotechnical Report by Terra Associates, the latter of which, in Section 3.3 Groundwater,
documents the steady flow of water (approximately one gallon a minute) in the pipe at test hole IT101, and Terra’s expert opinion that this water is the result of surface water flows (emphasis mine)
being directed to the installed, buried features. Both the video and the report are easily observed
by a reviewer, and are credible. On the other hand, there is the applicant’s written assertion, with
no other evidence provided, that the reason for flowing surface water in 2015 was a broken pipe
on a downstream neighbor’s property.
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There remains another question. If sufficient flow exists or existed on the Holmgren site such that
surface water flowed on video in 2015 (before installation of the drain rock and pipe on the
Holmgren site), and then water flowed in a concealed pipe in a technical investigation in 2017
(after installation), doesn’t this point to the fact that, were it not for the installation of the drain
rock and pipe on the Holmgren site, that surface water would flow, regardless of the condition of
any downstream pipe on the neighbor’s property? Based on the information that the Snoqualmie
Tribe has been able to review, it appears that this area is indeed a natural drainage feature of some
sort, and that regardless of known disturbances and whatever else may have occurred on the
Holmgren site and neighboring sites in the past, if no drainage facilities are present and functioning
on the site, that the natural hydrology of the site would result in surface flow in at least some
portions of the year, i.e. a stream.
Seasonal streams serve important functions in a watershed. They are hydrologically connected to
upstream and downstream wetlands and streams, and from our understanding of the Holmgren
site, the subject stream likely served critical water quality and flood attenuation (hydrologic)
functions prior to its recent alteration. We request that the City and the applicant work together to
find a way to preserve these functions while also being able to pursue landowner management
goals at the site.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment. If you have any questions please contact Matt
Baerwalde, Snoqualmie Indian Tribe Water Quality Manager.
Sincerely,

Matt Baerwalde
Water Quality Manager
425-363-2008
mattb@snoqualmietribe.us
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