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Redmond in 2030 has maintained a
very green character. Citizens benefit from

its livability which contributes to the general quality
of life. The city is framed within a beautiful natural
setting, with open spaces and an abundance of trees
continuing to define Redmond’s physical appearance,
including forested hillsides that flank the Sammamish
Valley, Lake Sammamish and Bear Creek. Clean air
quality not only contributes to a healthy community,
it also helps keep the scenic mountain vistas visible
from the city. Likewise, reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions and particulate air pollutants enhances
these benefits. A system of interconnected open
spaces provides habitat for a variety of wildlife. The
city prides itself for its environmental stewardship,
including an emphasis on sustainable land use and
development patterns, landscaping that requires
little watering, and other techniques to protect and
conserve the natural environment, while flourishing
as a successful urban community. People continue to
enjoy Lake Sammamish and the Sammamish River for
boating, swimming, and other types of recreation. Bear
and Evan Creeks provide regionally significant habitat
for wild salmon spawning and rearing. Through many
cooperative efforts, the improved water quality is
demonstrated annually in the increasing salmon runs
and a productive aquatic ecosystem. Public access to
shorelines has been enhanced while protecting the
natural environment and property owners’ rights.

Organization of This Element
Introduction 				
A. Environmental Stewardship
B. Environmentally Critical Areas
Geologically Hazardous Areas
Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas
Frequently Flooded Areas
Wetlands
Water Quality and Basin Planning
Fish and Wildlife Habitat

C. Tree Preservation and
Landscape Enhancement
D. Climate Change
E. Air Quality
F. Noise
G. Light Pollution
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Science plays a central role in delineating critical
areas, identifying functions and values, and identifying
protection strategies. The State’s Best Available
Science (BAS) Rule requires the integration of science
into the establishment and update of critical areas
ordinances.
NE-16 Use Best Available Science
to preserve and enhance the
functions and values of critical
areas through policies, regulations,
programs, and incentives.
Redmond is part of Tree City U.S.A. - a partner of the
Arbor Day Foundation

NE-17 Implement projects and programs
that include adaptive management
based on Best Available Science
to revise policies, regulations, and
programs as needed to reflect
changes in scientific advancement
and local circumstances.
NE-18 Use science-based mitigation
to offset unavoidable adverse
impacts to critical areas.

The Community Garden at Juel Park

NE-19 Implement monitoring and
adaptive management to
programs and critical areas
mitigation projects to ensure
that the intended functions are
retained and, when required,
enhanced over time.
NE-20 Use the precautionary principle
when there is an absence of
valid scientific information or
incomplete scientific information
accompanying a development
application. Use rigorous
analysis to appropriately limit
development and land uses
activities until the uncertainty is
sufficiently resolved.
One of the best opportunities to protect critical
areas while allowing an appropriate level of
development is to avoid development in critical
areas. Another way of protecting critical areas while
providing for appropriate levels of development is
to focus development on the areas of the site best
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