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INTRODUCTION
PROJECT INFORMATION

Stell Environment Enterprises (Stell) was contracted by Microsoft Real Estate and Facilities to
create a cultural resources monitoring and inadvertent discovery plan for the Microsoft
Corporation, Inc. (Microsoft) Redwest South (RWS) Campus Project (the Project) (Figure 1-1).
Microsoft is proposing to break ground on a multi-year campus refresh Project covering 26.4
acres, which will consist of the construction of three new office buildings, an Amenity building,
and a central plaza that includes an underground parking garage. The below-grade parking
garage will include a four-story below-grade structure with an open and airy pedestrian portal
connecting all parking levels with the main plaza. This garage portal is integral with the design
of a dramatic terraced outdoor landscaped amphitheater. Three five-story office buildings (two
buildings in Phase I plus one additional building in Phase II) help frame and activate the central
plaza. A smaller-scaled amenity building is the focus of the new campus plaza and serves as a
larger Microsoft campus destination. This three-level building provides two floors of foodfocused dining and seating experiences and one floor of multi-purpose meeting rooms.
Collectively, the proposed RWS campus provides unique, inspiring, and safe user experiences
with the outdoor environment and existing campus. This Project will include ground-disturbing
activities across 26.4 acres of the RWS.
1.2

PROJECT AREA

The Project is located on Microsoft’s Redmond Campus on parcels 2182500120, 2182500010,
2182500030, 2182500035, 218500040, 218500092 in Redmond, King County, Washington. The
Campus is located in Section 14 of Township 25 North, Range 5 East, Willamette Meridian
(WM), as indicated on the Kirkland 7.5-minute United States (U.S.) Geological Survey
quadrangle (Figure 1-2).
1.3

PROJECT BACKGROUND

No previously recorded cultural resources are located within the Project area. Three cultural
resources surveys were conducted within the current Project area. A 1998 cultural resources
survey was conducted by Archaeological and Historical Services (Emerson 1998). Fieldwork
focused on the survey of 165 historic period buildings within the City of Redmond, with 26
properties selected for further documentation (Emerson 1998). None of these properties are
located within the Project area. A 2008 cultural resources survey was conducted by Historical
Research Associates Inc. (HRA; Silverman and Dellert 2008). Fieldwork focused on a historic
properties reconnaissance survey. HRA did not identify any precontact or historic period cultural
materials during fieldwork. A 2017 cultural resources assessment was conducted by Cultural
Resource Consultants (Kassa 2017). Cultural Resource Consultants did not identify any
previously recorded or unrecorded historical or precontact archaeological sites (Kassa 2017).
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Figure 1-1. Project Map
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Figure 1-2. Project Plan Drawing.
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REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT

The overall Project included filling 0.43 acres of wetlands with this advanced mitigation work
completed in 2012. The creation and enhancement of wetlands, and construction that would not
occur but for authorization of the work or structures within the water of the United States, which
fall under the purview of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) under 33 Code of Federal
Regulations Part 325, Appendix C. The involvement of the USACE creates a federal nexus that
initiates Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. Under the Section 106
Process, USACE is the Lead Federal Agency. This portion of the Project is currently in the final
year of the required 10-year monitoring period with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers with all
wetlands successfully established with emergent species as planned.
It is Stell’s understanding that, because this current phase of the Project will no longer impact
any wetlands, just wetland buffers, the oversight for any impacts or mitigation is now under the
City’s purview. The City of Redmond manages the cultural resources within its limits under City
of Redmond Ordinance No. 2080. This ordinance adds an updated Cultural Resources chapter to
the City’s Comprehensive Plan (Redmond Municipal Code 1847) in compliance with the
Washington State Growth Management Act (RCW 36.70A). This chapter requires that
significant archaeological, cultural, architectural, and environmental features be respected and
preserved and for jurisdictions to work to identify, evaluate, and protect historic resources in a
consistent and continuing fashion. The City of Redmond encourages preservation, restoration,
acquisition, and adaptive re-use of historic, archeological, and cultural resources in order to
maintain the unique character of the Redmond community as well as preserving tangible
reminders of the history and cultural roots of the area.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL MONITORING PLAN

To satisfy the requirements of the City of Redmond, Washington State Department of
Archaeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP), and USACE, Stell will provide on-site
monitoring, daily logs during monitoring activities, and a technical report at the close of
monitoring for the RWS Campus Project. Sarah M.H. Steinkraus, MS, RPA, will be the lead
archaeologist on this Project. Ms. Steinkraus meets the Secretary of the Interior’s, and thus
Washington State’s, criteria for a Professional Archaeologist. Ms. Steinkraus has extensive
experience conducting archaeological surveys, assessments, and monitoring in the Puget Sound
region.
2.1

ON-SITE MONITORING

The archaeological monitor will watch any ground-disturbing activities that take place within the
Project area. The monitor will closely look for any organic or shell midden deposits, signs of soil
oxidation, lithic or bone artifacts, or animal or human bones. If artifacts or other potential
archaeological deposits are observed, the archaeological monitor will direct the contractor to
temporarily cease work in the immediate vicinity while the monitor conducts a close inspection.
The archaeological monitor may, from time to time, request a temporary halt to work activities in
order to document archaeological materials or for a closer inspection of the trench sidewall. Such
documentation usually takes a few minutes (entailing photographs and written descriptions) but
may take longer. The archaeologist will give an estimate of the amount of time needed to
document materials to the equipment operator and/or foreman and will update them of any
changes to the estimate.
If potentially significant archaeological deposits are discovered during construction while the
archaeological monitor is on site, the monitor will direct the contractor to cordon off the area
within 30 feet of the discovery and initiate the find reporting and evaluation processes described
in the Inadvertent Discovery Plan (Attachment A). If evidence of cultural resources is found in
exposed surfaces within the Project area, it will be further investigated to establish whether it is
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.
If human remains are encountered, the King County Sherriff and Medical Examiner will be
immediately notified (Attachment A). If the remains are determined not to be associated with a
criminal investigation, the DAHP will be immediately contacted, as well as any affected tribes, if
applicable (Attachment A).
2.1.1 MONITORING LOG
The archaeological monitor will complete a monitoring log for each monitoring session to
document time in the field, the day’s progress and findings, and any difficulties encountered, and
actions proposed or taken to alleviate them.
2.1.2 MONITORING REPORT
Following the archaeological monitoring activities, Stell will prepare a report describing the
conduct and findings of this work effort. The report will include a discussion of the Project, the
methods used in monitoring, and observations about site geology, environmental history, and any
cultural resources that were observed. Photographs, sketches, or maps may be included, as
needed. The report will be submitted to Microsoft, USACE, and the City of Redmond in
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complete draft form prior to it being sent to the Washington State DAHP and affected Tribes for
review.
2.1.3 HEALTH AND SAFETY
The archaeological monitor will be working under an approved health and safety plan provided
by the Client’s Contractor. That individual will at all times be in compliance with the health and
safety plan of the contractor. Staff will be briefed on that plan and will at all times comply with
it. Field staff will have all necessary training and certification prior to commencing monitoring
activities.
2.2

STELL DELIVERABLES

Weekly Progress Reports during Archaeological Monitoring
Archaeological Monitoring Draft Report (Word document)
Archaeological Monitoring Final Letter Report (PDF)
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Inadvertent Discovery Plan for the Microsoft Redwest South
Campus Project
City of Redmond, King County, Washington
1

INTRODUCTION

Stell Environmental Enterprises (Sell) was contracted by Microsoft Real Estate and Facilities to
create a cultural resources monitoring and inadvertent discovery plan for the Microsoft Redwest
South (RWS) Campus project (the Project). Microsoft is proposing to break ground on a multiyear campus refresh project covering 26.4 acres which will consist of the construction of 3 new
office buildings, an Amenity building, and a central plaza that includes an underground parking
garage. The below-grade parking garage will include a four-story below-grade structure with an
open and airy pedestrian portal connecting all parking levels with the main plaza. This garage
portal is integral with the design of a dramatic terraced outdoor landscaped amphitheater. Three
five-story office buildings (two buildings in Phase I plus one additional building in Phase II) help
frame and activate the central plaza. A smaller-scaled amenity building is the focus of the new
campus plaza and serves as a larger Microsoft campus destination. This three-level building
provides two floors of food-focused dining and seating experiences and one floor of multipurpose meeting rooms. Collectively, the proposed RWS campus provides unique, inspiring, and
safe user experiences with the outdoor environment and existing campus. This Project will
include ground-disturbing activities across 26.4 acres of the RWS. The following Inadvertent
Discovery Plan (IDP) outlines procedures to follow, in accordance with federal laws, if
archaeological materials or human remains are discovered.
State laws are in place which protect archaeological resources. The Archaeological Sites and
Resources law (RCW Chapter 27.53) outlines the protection of archaeological resources.
Microsoft will act in accordance with State laws in dealing with the treatment of cultural
resources and the consultation of concerned parties. Potentially concerned parties include the
Duwamish Tribe, Suquamish Tribe, Snoqualmie Tribe, Tulalip Tribes, Muckleshoot Tribe,
Stillaguamish Tribe, and the Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP), and
the City of Redmond.
A cultural resources review from Stell, dated 2021, discusses the cultural resources nearest to the
Project area and an assessment of the likelihood that cultural materials may be located within the
Project area. The review indicates that the Project requires an archaeological monitor to observe
all soils removed from the Project area, as well and a Monitoring and Inadvertent Discovery
Plan.
The monitoring archaeologist will have the ability to halt construction if they observe or identify
any cultural materials and will have adequate time to assess, record, and potentially analyze any
resources that might be uncovered. DAHP will be notified of all discoveries that occur during the
course of the Project. The results of this monitoring effort will be documented at the completion
of the Project.
This document serves as the plan for dealing with any discoveries of human skeletal remains,
artifacts, sites, or other cultural resources that are potentially eligible for listing in the National
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Register of Historic Places (NRHP). This plan is intended to provide guidance to Microsoft so
they can:
1. comply with applicable local and State laws and regulations, particularly Title 27 Revised
Codes of Washington Chapter 27.44 Indian Graves and Records, Chapter 27.53
Archaeological Sites and Resources, and Title 68 Chapter 60.050 Protection of historic
graves;
2. describe to regulatory and review agencies the procedures that Microsoft will follow to
prepare for and deal with inadvertent discoveries; and
3. provide direction and guidance to project personnel on the proper procedures to be
followed should an inadvertent discovery occur.

2

RECOGNIZING CULTURAL MATERIALS

A cultural resource discovery could be from precontact or historic eras. Examples include:
• an accumulation of shell, burned rocks, or other food-related materials;
• bones or small pieces of bone;
• an area of charcoal or very dark stained soil with artifacts;
• stone tools or waste flakes (i.e., an arrowhead or stone chips);
• clusters of tin cans or bottles, logging or agricultural equipment that appears to be older
than 50 years;
• buried railroad tracks, decking, or other industrial materials; and
• historic structures, portions of historic structures, or associated utilities aged 40 years or
older.
When in doubt, assume the material is a cultural resource.

3

ON-SITE RESPONSIBILITIES

STEP 1: STOP WORK. If any Microsoft employee, contractor, or subcontractor believes that
they have uncovered a cultural resource at any point during the Project, all work adjacent to the
discovery must stop. The discovery location should be secured at all times.
STEP 2: NOTIFY MONITOR. If there is an archaeological monitor for the Project, notify that
person. If there is a monitoring plan in place, the monitor will follow its provisions. If there is no
archaeological monitor in place, the Project Manager should be notified at which time they
should contact a professional archaeologist to examine the find and determine if it is a cultural
resource or not and provide significance recommendations.
STEP 3: NOTIFY AND CONSULT WITH DAHP. Immediately contact DAHP to assist in the
significance evaluation of all inadvertent discoveries of cultural resources. Any discovery
deemed eligible for listing in the NRHP will be assessed and treated per the provisions set forth
in this document. If the state agency representatives determine that the discovery is an eligible
cultural resource, they and the affected tribe(s) will consult to determine appropriate treatment to
be presented and agreed upon in a Memorandum of Agreement or other appropriate
documentation.
Mitigation measures will be developed in consultation with the City of Redmond, the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers (USACE), DAHP, and the affected tribes (where appropriate), which could
include avoidance through redesign, conducting data recovery, and/or relocating materials or
remains. Agreed upon treatment measures performed by Microsoft may include protecting in
Stell
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place or data recovery such as mapping, photography, limited probing, sample collection, or
other measures. This information is covered by the Public Records Act (RCW 42.17.250), and
specific components of the records are exempt from disclosure (RCW 42.17.310(1)(k)) to avoid
the looting or depredation of such sites.

4

PROTOCOL FOR TREATMENT OF HUMAN REMAINS

As per RCW 68.50.645, in the event that human remains or material evidence of burial sites are
encountered within the Project area, whether during planned maintenance and construction
activities, authorized archaeological excavations, or as a result of natural processes, the
following protocol will be strictly followed:
1. If human skeletal remains are located within the Project area, then all activity that may
cause further disturbance to the remains will cease within at least 30 feet.
2. The area of the find will be secured and protected from further disturbance.
3. The finding of human skeletal remains will be reported to the King County Medical
Examiner and local law enforcement in the most expeditious manner possible. The
remains will not be touched, moved, or further disturbed.
4. The county medical examiner will assume jurisdiction over the human skeletal remains
and make a determination of whether those remains are forensic or non-forensic. If the
county medical examiner determines the remains are non-forensic, then they will report
that finding to the DAHP, who will then take jurisdiction over the remains.
5. The DAHP will notify any appropriate cemeteries and all affected tribes of the find.
6. The State Physical Anthropologist will make a determination of whether the remains are
Indian or Non-Indian and report that finding to any appropriate cemeteries and the
affected tribes.
7. The DAHP will then handle all consultation with the affected parties as to the future
preservation, excavation, and disposition of the remains.
Failure to follow this human remains protocol is a misdemeanor in Washington State.

5

PROTOCOL FOR RESPONSE TO VANDALISM

Vandalism consists of disturbance to historic properties, including unauthorized digging into
archaeological sites or collection of artifacts. The probability for vandalism within the Project is
low; however, if at any time Microsoft employees or contractors encounter unauthorized visitors
who appear to be digging or collecting materials from the ground surface, or are in possession of
excavation equipment, or if a Microsoft representative encounters evidence of recent
unauthorized excavations or abandoned digging equipment (such as screens or shovels), the
following protocol will be implemented.
1. If a possible vandal or looter is present, the Microsoft representative will note
information about the person, their equipment, and their vehicle and immediately relay
the information to the work supervisor, who will confirm the information and notify the
King County Sheriff's Office.
2. If the Microsoft representative notes abandoned excavations or digging equipment, they
will notify the cultural resources coordinator within 24 hours, who will notify the King
County Sheriff's Office and the DAHP. The cultural resources coordinator will visit the
site as soon as possible to assess any damage.
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3. If a Native American site has been vandalized, the cultural resources coordinator will
notify representatives of the affected tribes and the DAHP about this assessment and will
invite them to attend the site inspection.
4. The assessment of impact will be described in a formal letter report from Microsoft to the
City of Redmond, affected tribes, and DAHP, if applicable.
5. In consultation with the City of Redmond, USACE, affected tribes, and DAHP, Microsoft
will identify what actions, if any, should be taken to mitigate damage to an affected site
and/or prevent further damage.
6. Any act of vandalism or looting that involves human remains will also trigger the
protocol for the treatment of human remains outlined above.
7. All acts of vandalism or looting will be referred to the King County Sheriff for
investigation and possible prosecution.

6

PROTOCOL FOR EMERGENCY RESPONSE

A number of events can occur within the Project that require a rapid response in order to
safeguard facilities, provide for the protection of wildlife habitat, protect public and private
property, and prevent serious injury or loss of human life. These include, but are not limited to,
wildfire, wind and electrical storms, mass wasting events (erosion), flood, earthquake, and dam
or other Project facility failure. The emergency response protocol is designed to be implemented
after such events have occurred.
1. The supervisor of response will notify the cultural resources coordinator of the location
and nature of the emergency activities.
2. The cultural resources coordinator will check relevant databases for historic properties in
the vicinity of the emergency.
3. If historic properties are in the area of the emergency or the response (for example, both
the area of the wildfire and the location of the construction of a fire line), then the cultural
resources coordinator will be responsible for conducting a professional review by a
qualified person of the condition of those properties.
4. The cultural resources coordinator will use existing documentation as a comparison to a
field visit to determine if historic properties and/or cultural resources have been
destroyed, damaged, or endangered by the emergency event or the response. If any of
these conditions exist, then the cultural resources coordinator will document them in the
field with mapping, photographs, and, in the case of imminent loss, collection of artifacts.
The cultural resources coordinator will prepare a report documenting the nature and
location of the emergency event, the nature of the response, the impact on the historic
properties and/or cultural resources, and any proposals to prevent further damage to the
properties and to mitigate for the loss. This report will be submitted to the City of
Redmond, USACE, affected tribes, and DAHP within 4 months of the event for review
and comment. After a 30-day comment period, the comments of all of the consulting
parties will be incorporated into a final report, and copies will be sent to all of the
participating parties.
5. If no alteration to the condition of the properties has occurred, a letter to that effect noting
the date(s) of the field visit(s) will be placed on file in lieu of the formal report.
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AGENCY CONTACTS

CBRE, Real Estate & Facilities
Primary Contact: Aaron Dunesdon, Project Management Director- Build Team
Mobile: 425 538-1084
Cultural Resources Specialist, Stell
Primary Contact: Sarah Steinkraus, Principal Investigator/ Senior Archaeologist
Mobile: 360-620-5840
King County Medical Examiner
Contact Number: 206-731-3232
King County Sheriff
Contact Number: 206-296-3311 or 911
City of Redmond Police Department
Contact Number: 425-556-2500
City of Redmond
Primary Contact: Kim Dietz, Planning Department
Office: 425-556-2415
Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation Office
Primary Contact: Stephanie Jolivette, Local Government Archaeologist
Office: 360-586-3088
Secondary Contact: Dr. Guy Tasa, State Physical Anthropologist
Office: 360-586-3534
Tribal Contacts:
Duwamish Tribe
Primary Contact: Cecile Hansen, Chairwoman
Office: 206-431-1582
Suquamish Tribe
Primary Contact: Dennis Lewarch, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Office: 360-394-8529
Snoqualmie Nation
Primary Contact: Steven Moses, Director of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
Office: 425-495-6097
Tulalip Tribes
Primary Contact: Richard Young, Cultural Resources Director
Office: 360-716-2652
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe
Primary Contact: Laura Murphy, Archaeologist
Office: 253-876-3272
Stillaguamish Tribe
Primary Contact: Kerry Lyste, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Office: 360-652-7362 ext. 226
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