MEMORANDUM
To:

Planning Commission

From:

Beckye Frey, Principal Planner
Planning and Community Development

Date:

March 24, 2021

Subject:

Redmond 2050 Monthly Briefing – Climate Vulnerability Assessment

425-556-2750

PURPOSE
This monthly Redmond 2050 briefing will focus on the Climate Vulnerability Assessment that is
being added to the scope, why that change is being made, and how that will impact our
schedule. Staff will also share general updates on Redmond 2050 and comments from the City
Council on the Existing Conditions Report.

BACKGROUND
In September 2020, the City Council adopted the Environmental Sustainability Action Plan
(ESAP) and a Climate Emergency Declaration, which together create a roadmap to reduce
community-wide greenhouse gas emissions, preserve and enhance Redmond’s natural
resources, and create a more climate resilient community. A Climate Vulnerability Assessment
is one of the near-term actions listed in the ESAP.
Jenny Lybeck, the City’s Environmental Sustainability Program Manager, has been meeting with
staff in multiple departments to discuss the action plan items from the ESAP and how her work
will be coordinated with work being done by other departments. After discussing the project
purpose and timeline with Long Range Planning staff, all parties concluded that it would benefit
the ESAP and Redmond 2050 to fold the Climate Vulnerability Assessment into the ongoing
work of the Redmond 2050 SEPA consultant, BERK Consulting, since the work is closely
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related to the work being completed under that contract and would benefit the Redmond 2050
project as described later in this memo.
The objectives of the Assessment include identifying climate change impacts and risks in the
Redmond area, analyzing these impacts’ effects on the City and community, and prioritizing
Redmond’s vulnerabilities. The Assessment will use available data to identify and evaluate the
vulnerability of Redmond’s community members, built environment, and natural systems to
climate factors such as extreme heat and extreme precipitation. The Assessment will also
identify high level strategies and inform next steps as the City works to cultivate a more climate
resilient community.
Staff recommends folding this project into Redmond 2050 because:
1. The work completed in the Assessment should use the same data sources and
conclusions as the climate change work completed by BERK under the 2050 Contract to
avoid data conflicts and misalignment.
2. The work completed in the Assessment will be helpful expansion of what was scoped for
Redmond 2050, and the results can be incorporated into the Redmond 2050
environmental baseline data and the evaluation of growth alternatives. If the Assessment
were completed independently, the preliminary timeline for that work was for a
completion that would not allow the Redmond 2050 effort to take advantage of the data
and conclusions.
3. The Assessment is a high-priority ESAP action item and folding that work into the
Redmond 2050 work would allow it to be completed earlier.
Incorporating the Climate Vulnerability Assessment into Redmond 2050 will extend
Phase 1
by approximately four months, from the fourth quarter of 2022 to the first quarter of 2023.
Phase 1 includes: Housing; Economic Vitality; Transportation and the Transportation Master
Plan; Parks, Arts, Recreation, Conservation, and Culture and the PARCC Plan; the Overlake
Plan Update; and revisions to policy LU-36 concerning the allowed locations for multifamily
housing.
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Other than the final adoption date change, the biggest changes will be moving some
conversations to different months and allowing staff to have more time for community
conversations that otherwise would have moved at a faster pace. Staff will being taking
advantage of this time to have more robust conversations with Commissioners and the public
about some of the required updates (Vision 2050, Countywide Planning Policies, etc.) and
completing additional arising from changes to the CPPs. Staff sees this as another benefit of
rolling the Assessment into Redmond 2050.

NEXT STEPS / COMING SOON






Staff will be forwarding a contract amendment with Berk Consulting to Council for
consideration and approval in April.
Staff is assembling stakeholder groups to review and pride input on Phase 1 project
components and will be meeting with those groups in April.
The Technical Advisory Group will be selected in the next few weeks, with the first
meeting in April (depending on member availability).
Themes discussion in the community will ramp up in April as well, with additional
outreach and engagement with the community on these topics.
Starting at the April 14th Planning Commission meeting, staff will be reviewing the
required update items.

Page 3 of 3

