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Existing Conditions

Transportation
Introduction

Fast Facts
•

Redmond operates and
maintains 197 miles of
streets, 107 traffic signals,
1,857 streetlights, 229 miles
of sidewalks and 72 miles of
bicycle lanes.
Redmond will have four light
rail stations by 2024, with an
expected 43,000 – 52,000
daily riders on East Link by
2026.
Transit ridership in Redmond
has tripled since 2004.
The Southeast Redmond
parking garage will have
more parking stalls (1,400)
than the rest of Redmond’s
park-and-rides combined.
Three new pedestrianbicycle bridges over roads
and water will open between
2020 and 2024.
Redmond’s pavement
condition is worsening as
infrastructure ages.
Downtown Redmond has
1,156 on-street parking stalls
and over 12,000 off-street
stalls.
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The Comprehensive Plan Transportation Element describes
the future vision for mobility to and through Redmond and
the City’s policies to achieve that vision. The Transportation
Element is supplemented by the Transportation Master
Plan, a functional plan that describes how the City will
achieve the transportation vision in additional detail.

R

Redmond’s 2030 transportation vision is: “Redmond’s 2030
transportation system supports Redmond’s vision for vibrant
urban centers in Downtown and Overlake, connected
neighborhoods and a sustainable community. Movement of
people, goods, and freight both locally and regionally is
provided by street, light rail, transit, pedestrian, and bicycle
systems that are complete and fully integrated.”

D

As Redmond continues to grow, mobility in and around
Redmond will depend increasingly on travel modes other
than single-occupancy vehicles. Redmond’s transportation
plans and policies support the land use vision and intersect
with economic vitality and other areas of the
Comprehensive Plan. Those connections will be highlighted
and referenced throughout this report.

•

•

•

•

State & Regional Planning Context
Growth Management Act Requirements
Transportation is one of several required elements of
comprehensive planning under the Growth Management
Act. RCW 36.70A.070(6) requires that the transportation
element include:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Land use assumptions used when estimating travel;
Estimated traffic impacts to state-owned facilities;
An inventory of facilities and service needs;
Level of service standards for transportation facilities;

•

•
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5. Traffic forecasting based on the land use plan;
6. A financial plan based on needs identified in the comprehensive plan and potential funding
sources;
7. Intergovernmental coordination efforts;
8. Demand-management strategies; and,
9. A pedestrian and bicycle component.
Redmond fulfills several of the required elements in the Transportation Master Plan, which is adopted
by reference as part of the Redmond Comprehensive Plan.

Regional Coordination
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Redmond’s transportation plans must also be consistent with policies in the Puget Sound Regional
Council’s VISION 2050 and PSRC’s Regional Transportation Plan. From VISION 2050: “The region has
a sustainable, equitable, affordable, safe, and efficient multimodal transportation system, with specific
emphasis on an integrated regional transit network that supports the Regional Growth Strategy and
promotes vitality of the economy, environment, and health.” As the federally designated Metropolitan
Planning Organization (MPO) and Regional Transportation Planning Organization (RTPO), PSRC
administers federal transportation funds throughout in King, Snohomish, Pierce, and Kitsap counties.
Like other parts of the Redmond Comprehensive Plan, the Transportation Element and
Transportation Master Plan must also be consistent with the King County Countywide Planning
Policies for transportation, which in turn are consistent with VISION 2050 and the Regional
Transportation Plan.

R

This regional coordination also includes ongoing collaboration with the Washington State
Department of Transportation (WSDOT) regarding state highways, which in Redmond are SR 202
(Redmond Way) and SR 520. Redmond also has interests in I-405 and I-90 planning since those
highways are major travel corridors in the region and how they operate affects Redmond.

D

King County Metro Transit and Sound Transit provide service to Redmond on streets owned and
maintained by the City, requiring ongoing collaboration to best serve people traveling to and
through Redmond. Over the last decade, transit ridership has experienced robust growth, with the
central Puget Sound region being one of only four regions across the country with consistent growth
in transit boardings. The City will continue to work closely with Sound Transit to bring light rail service
to Overlake and Downtown, and with King County Metro to improve bus service into and within the
community.
Finally, Redmond coordinates closely with neighboring jurisdictions to ensure that the transportation
system functions across city boundaries. For example, Redmond and Kirkland share a long border
along 132nd Avenue NE, a street that Kirkland owns and operates but is also the sole access for
Redmond residents on the east side of the street. Redmond and Bellevue share ownership of 148th
Avenue NE and Bel-Red Road in Overlake.

Transportation Funding
Redmond funds its transportation system with a mix of federal, state, local, and private funds subject
to various requirements and restrictions. This makes the overall financial plan complex and subject to
uncertainty as regulatory and economic conditions evolve. In 2019-2020, Redmond’s budget
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allocated about $44 million to transportation capital projects and about $21 million to transportation
operations. While the mix of funding is not paramount when establishing the transportation vision, it
is important to keep in mind when drafting policies and implementing programs and projects that
achieve the vision.

Local Planning & Regulatory Context
The transportation context in Redmond has evolved over the past few decades as the city has grown
from a semi-rural bedroom community to an employment center with emerging urban transportation
characteristics. Today, Redmond’s transportation system ranges from a well-developed system of
streets and pathways in Downtown to more suburban development patterns in single-family
neighborhoods.

Transportation Strategic Direction
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Redmond’s Transportation Master Plan, last updated in 2013, is organized around five strategies for
achieving the vision quoted earlier in this report. These strategies and how they support the vision are
shown in Figure 2.
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Redmond Transportation Master Plan, 2013

Redmond Regulations

The strategies above are implemented through regulations in the Redmond Zoning Code. These
regulations generally fall into three categories:
1. Requirements for what physical improvements must be built as part of development;
2. Requirements for how such improvements must be built; and,
3. Requirements concerning non-capital improvements, such as for programs encouraging use
of non-single-occupant vehicle modes of travel.
Regulations for what physical improvements must be built can be found in the Redmond Zoning
Code, its appendices, and the Transportation Master Plan. These improvements may include streets
(including pedestrian and bicycle facilities and on-street parking), multi-use paths, and off-street
parking. Requirements for how such improvements are constructed are found in those same
documents, as well as the Redmond Standard Specifications and Details book published each year.
These documents all contain design standards for the streets, pathways, and other infrastructure that
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constitute Redmond’s transportation system. Regulations for non-capital improvements are also
found in the Redmond Zoning Code.

Redmond Partnerships
As noted in the State and Regional Planning section of this report, Redmond is a partner with
WSDOT, King County Metro Transit, and Sound Transit in operating facilities and services that make it
possible to travel in and around Redmond. The City also partners with neighboring jurisdictions to
coordinate street, pathway, and transit plans that have effects beyond any one city’s boundaries.

Current Conditions
Inventory of Existing Conditions
Street System

AF
T

Redmond’s street system comprises 197 centerline miles of streets ranging from the SR 520 freeway
that supports regional mobility to local streets that provide property access. Table 1 summarizes
Redmond’s street system. Figure 3 shows a map of Redmond’s street system.
T A BLE 1 – R ED MO N D S TRE ET S YST EM
Functional Class

Centerline Miles

Principal Arterial

17.7

Collector Arterial
Connector
Local Access

23.7
2.8

123.9
8.0

D

Freeway

20.5

R

Minor Arterial
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Transit System
King County Metro Transit and Sound Transit operate public transit service in Redmond. Table 2
summarizes current transit service in Redmond. Figure 4 shows a map of transit service in Redmond.
T A BLE 2 – T RA NS IT SE RV I CE I N R ED MO N D
Route1

Type2

COVID-19 Status3

Redmond TC-Bellevue TC

RapidRide

Full

224

Duvall-Novelty Hill-Redmond TC

DART all-day

Full

930

Totem Lake-Redmond TC

DART all-day

Full

221

Ed Hill-Bellevue College

All-day

Reduced

245

Kirkland TC-Overlake-Eastgate

Frequent all-day

Reduced

269

Issaquah-SE Redmond-Overlake

All-day

Reduced

225

Kenmore-Overlake/RTS

All-day

Reduced

226

Bellevue TC-Overlake-Eastgate

All-day

Reduced

250

Avondale-Kirkland-Bellevue TC

Frequent all-day

Reduced

ST 542

Redmond TC-Green Lake

All-day

Reduced

ST 545

SE Redmond-Downtown Seattle

Frequent all-day

Reduced

232

Duvall-Redmond TC-Bellevue TC

Peak-hour

Suspended

249

Idylwood-Overlake-Bellevue

All-day

Suspended

268

SE Redmond-Downtown Seattle

Peak-hour

Suspended

931

UW Bothell-Woodinville-Redmond

All-day

Suspended

ST 541

Overlake-U District

Peak-hour

Suspended

ST 544

Overlake-S Lk Union

Peak-hour

Suspended

R

D

B

AF
T

Service Area

“ST” means “Sound Transit”
2
“Frequent” means 15-minute service frequency
3
Sound Transit and King County Metro have temporarily reduced or suspended service on some routes due to the COVID19 pandemic. ”Full” means that the transit agency is operating all or almost all service in place prior to the COVID-19
pandemic. Although service reductions are expected to be temporary, the reduced service levels accurately represent
existing conditions and so are reported here.
1
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Route 249 serving Idylwood and route 931 serving NE 124th St. and Red-Wood Road are currently suspended due to
COVID-19 and are not shown on the map.
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Metro and Sound Transit also operate park-and-ride lots in Redmond, summarized in Table 3 below.
T A BLE 3 – R ED MO N D PA RK -AND -R ID ES
Park-and-Ride

Location

Bear Creek P&R

7760 178th Pl. NE

King County Metro

283

Overlake Village P&R

2650 152 Ave. NE

King County Metro

203

Redmond P&R

16201 NE 83rd St.

King County Metro

377

Redmond Technology Station

th

15590 NE 36 St.

Sound Transit

*

Southeast Redmond Station

176th Ave. NE & NE 70th St.

Sound Transit

*

Owner
nd

Parking Stalls

* Redmond Technology Station (320 stalls) and Southeast Redmond Station (1,400 stalls) will open with light rail service in
2023-24

Pedestrian System
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Redmond’s pedestrian system comprises 278 miles of pedestrian facilities, including sidewalks, paved
trails, and soft-surface trails. Table 4 summarizes Redmond’s pedestrian system by facility type. Figure
5 shows a map of Redmond’s pedestrian system.
T A BLE 4 – R ED MO N D PED ESTR IA N S YSTEM
Facility Type

Miles

Sidewalk

228.9

Trail – Paved (City)

15.7
3.1

R

Trail – Paved (County)

3.0

Trail – Soft (City)

21.6

Trail – Soft (County)

3.6

Trail – Paved or Soft (Private)

1.9

D

Trail – Paved (State)
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Bicycle System
Redmond’s bicycle system comprises 98 miles of bicycle facilities, including bicycle lanes, shared
lanes, and multiuse paths/trails that are also counted as part of the pedestrian system. Table 5
summarizes Redmond’s bicycle system by facility type. Figure 6 shows a map of Redmond’s bicycle
system.
T A BLE 5 – R ED MO N D B I CYCLE SYSTE M
Miles

Bicycle Lane

71.5

Shared Lane (Sharrow)

4.5

Trail – Paved (City)

15.7

Trail – Paved (County)

3.1

Trail – Paved (State)

3.0

D

R
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Facility Type
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F IG URE 5 R ED MO N D B I CYCLE SYSTE M MAP
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Freight Access and Distribution
Redmond maintains a 36-mile two-tier freight route system that includes “primary truck streets,” “truck
access streets,” and the SR 520 freeway. Primary truck streets accommodate through truck traffic in
Redmond. They are arterials that directly connect with regional roadways like SR 520 or that currently
have high volumes of trucks and are predicted to have high volumes of trucks in the future. Truck
access streets connect the major industrial and commercial area in the Southeast Redmond
neighborhood with primary truck streets. Truck access streets support access and movement of trucks
between manufacturing companies and primary truck streets, which are important to the economic
vitality of manufacturing companies. Designating truck access streets is not meant to increase truck
volumes on those streets, nor intended to increase the speed of trucks on truck access routes.
Table 6 summarizes Redmond’s freight route system by facility type. Figure 7 shows a map of
Redmond’s freight route system.
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T A BLE 6 – R ED MO N D FRE IG HT SYSTE M
Facility Type

Centerline Miles

Primary Truck Street

20.8

Truck Access Street

10.9

D

R

SR 520 (including ramps)

4.1
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Parking
Outside of Downtown Redmond, Redmond’s public parking supply consists almost entirely of onstreet parking. This parking is distributed throughout the city, with the majority being on-street
parking on local streets in residential neighborhoods. In most parts of Redmond, on-street parking
supply far exceeds demand. Redmond does not track the total amount of on-street parking citywide.
Downtown Redmond is an exception, where the City has begun to manage the on-street parking
through time limits and all-day permits to bring supply and demand into better balance in highdemand areas.
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Information about the parking supply in Downtown is summarized in Table 7. In Table 7,
“commercial” means a lot or garage with a mixture of different shared of single use types; “city”
means parking for City-related uses and services; “civic” means parking for civic, county, or municipalrelated uses like schools, fire stations, community centers, and the library; “public” means park-andride and publicly-managed free or pay lots; “private” means not for public use and access may be
restricted. Figure 8 shows a map of where the City manages the on-street parking supply.
T A BLE 7 – D O WNT OWN R ED MO N D P A RKI N G
Type
On-Street
Off-Street – Commercial
Off-Street – City
Off-Street – Civic

1,156
9,882
613
433
613

R

Off-Street – Public

Stall Count

D

Off-Street – Private

524
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Inventory of Programs

Transportation Demand Management

The City sponsors a robust transportation demand management (TDM) program to expand mobility
and access, improve travel choices, and support continued growth and development. TDM includes
strategies that change travel behavior – how, when, and where people travel – in order to increase
transportation system efficiency and achieve specific objectives, such as improved mobility, road and
parking cost savings, increased safety, energy conservation, and pollution emission reductions
(Victoria Transport Policy Institute).
Redmond’s programs include:
•

GoRedmond. The GoRedmond program provides incentives and other resources for
commuters, employers, and schools, helping them make travel choices that benefit them and
the community. Redmond’s large employers have robust programs of their own, substantially
reducing single-occupant vehicle travel in favor of other modes.
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Transportation Management Programs. Since the mid-1980s, all new major commercial
developments in Redmond have been required to implement programs that reduce singleoccupancy vehicle travel. Some multifamily developments also require transportation
management programs when developers seek reduced off-street parking. Elements of these
programs include on-site information and resources for alternative travel choices, designated
carpool and vanpool parking spaces, and ongoing monitoring and measurement of program
success.

Regional Transportation
Redmond participates in a variety of statewide and regional forums to advance its transportation
interests in the region. Redmond’s regional interests include:

•

•

•

•

•
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•

SR 520, I-405 corridors, and I-90 corridors. Redmond supports completion of multimodal
improvements throughout these corridors to support regional mobility.
Eastside arterials. Redmond shares key arterials with neighboring jurisdictions that often
function as alternatives to freeway use, subjecting arterials to significant regional pass-through
traffic. Redmond’s interest is in connecting regional destinations while ensuring that arterial
corridors are compatible in scale with the City’s land use and community character goals.
Regional trails. Redmond is connected to an exceptional regional trails network and works
with partners to connect and improve these trails to improve mobility for those walking,
rolling, and biking.
Public transit. As noted elsewhere, Redmond partners with Metro and Sound Transit to deliver
public transit service in Redmond. The City advocates with both agencies on both policy and
service decisions. Both Metro and Sound Transit have governing or advisory bodies that
include local elected officials. Redmond currently has a councilmember appointed to the
Regional Transit Committee, which advises the King County Council on transit-related policy.
Transportation funding. The City advocates for transportation funding to support capital
projects – such as freeway tolling that supports capital improvements in freeway corridors – as
well as system maintenance.
Environmental sustainability. Redmond’s pursuit of environmental sustainability goals is
enhanced by working regionally. Specific issue areas include alternative fuels that reduce
pollution from ozone, particulates, and greenhouse gases; and water quality improvements.
Parking. Parking in Redmond is a regional issue in that regional entities like transit agencies
control some of the off-street parking supply in Redmond. Transit agencies are beginning to
manage parking through pricing, a strategy supported in regional planning documents.
Technology. Transportation technology is rapidly evolving, as are the potential applications of
technology to improving mobility. For example, Redmond together with other jurisdictions is
implementing technology like Intelligent Transportation Systems and adaptive signals to use
the existing system efficiently. As more devices become more connected, Redmond and
others will have the ability to gather and analyze large amounts of data to make both
operational and policy decisions. This ability has privacy and ethical implications that must be
considered.

D
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Maintenance and Operations
The Traffic Operations, Safety, and Engineering Division, together with the Street Maintenance
Division, are responsible for the day-to-day maintenance and operations of Redmond’s transportation
system. Key responsibilities include:
Pavement maintenance. Redmond owns and maintains 191 centerline miles of pavement,
including 62 miles of arterials and 127 miles of local and connector streets. The performance
target for pavement management is an average pavement condition index score above 70,
out of a possible 100. The current average score is 65, down from 79 in 2013. Declining
condition scores are due to the aging of Redmond’s street network, utility- and constructionrelated trenching operations, and increased vehicular traffic – especially heavy trucks and
buses.

•

Bridge inspection and repair. Redmond owns 19 bridges and regularly inspects and repairs
them to maintain structural integrity and safety. The NE 95th Street Bridge over Bear Creek has
structural deficiencies that make it susceptible to earthquake damage.

•

Sidewalks, curbs, and gutters. Redmond owns 229 miles of sidewalks. Some sidewalks are in
poor condition, often due to heaving caused by tree roots. The City does not have
comprehensive sidewalk condition data. Along with replacing sidewalks in poor condition,
Redmond upgrades sidewalk curb ramps to be compliant with the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA). Redmond owns about 5,000 ramps. While ramps were generally ADA compliant
when constructed, approximately 80 percent are not compliant with current ADA standards,
including locations where there should be a ramp but there is not a ramp.

•

Traffic signal and communication devices. Redmond owns 107 traffic signals. The signal and
communications devices for these traffic signals have a useful life ranging from five to 30
years. There is currently no systematic program to replace electronic traffic signal devices.
Equipment replacements are currently completed as failures occur or as part of other capital
improvement projects.

•

Intelligent Transportation Systems. Redmond uses Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) to
improve traffic safety and mobility. ITS is a broad category and includes web-based traffic
cameras, traffic signal coordination, and dynamic messaging signs. In Redmond, ITS
information is fed both to the public (traffic cameras) and the Traffic Management Center
inside Redmond city hall.

•

Streetlights. Redmond owns 1,857 streetlights. Redmond has transitioned all of its streetlights
to LED technology, extending the life of the lamp and reducing energy and maintenance
costs. City-owned streetlights are equipped with technology allowing staff to control their
operations remotely. Puget Sound Energy owns the streetlights in large parts of Redmond
(especially on local access streets), and those streetlights are not included in the total above.

•

Street upkeep. City staff conduct minor street repairs, regular street sweeping, snow/icerelated upkeep, landscape management, and inspection and repair of stormwater facilities
like catch basins, underground vaults, and ponds.
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Level of Service Analysis
Redmond assesses the performance of its transportation system using nine dashboard measures
described in Figure 9. The most recent information for each measure is shown in Figures 10-24.
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CI T Y OF RE DM O ND , 2 02 0
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Connectivity

F IG URE 9 O V ERL AKE CO NN E CTI V IT Y VS .
T AR GET 1

F IG URE 1 0 D OWNT OWN CON NE CT I V IT Y
V S . TA RGET

16.2%

60.7%

3.0%

3%
2013

2014

5.5%

5.6%

2015

2016

2017

Target

D

Overlake Connectivity

( CI T Y OF RE DM O ND , 2 02 0 )
1

11%

R

3.0%

7.8%

The increase in 2018 resulted both from improved
connectivity and data correction.

2018

61.4%

63.0%

63.8%

65.9%

2014

2015

2016

2017

78.8%
66.2%

60.0%

2013

Downtown Connectivity

( CI T Y OF RE DM O ND , 2 02 0 )

2018

Target2
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Network Completion
F IG URE 1 2 NE T WO RK COMPL ET IO N F OR
B I CYCL ISTS

F IG URE 1 3 NE T WO RK COMPL ET IO N F OR
PE DEST R IAN S I N P RIO R IT Y ZON ES

F IG URE 1 4 NE T WO RK COMPL ET IO N F OR
PE DEST R IAN S I N NE IG HB ORH OO DS
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F IG URE 1 1 NE T WO RK COMPL ET IO N F OR
D R I VERS
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F IG URE 1 5 NE T WO RK COMPL ET IO N F OR
T RA NS IT USE RS

F IG URE 1 6 NE T WO RK COMPL ET IO N F OR
F RE IGHT
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Vehicular Congestion

F IG URE 1 7 MO DE SHA RE

F IG URE 1 8 TR AFF I C CO N GEST IO N

Transit Ridership

Concurrency

F IG URE 1 9 TR A NSI T RI D ERSH IP

F IG URE 2 0 CO N CUR RE N CY

Safety
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Mode Share

Environment

D
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F IG URE 2 1 TR AFF I C SA FET Y

Street Preservation
F IG URE 2 3 S TRE ET PR ESER V AT IO N

F IG URE 2 2 WATE R QU AL IT Y
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Trends Analysis
This section addresses trends in transportation that Redmond should consider in planning for the
future.

Growth in Urban Centers
Redmond is expected to accommodate about 65 percent of its growth between now and 2050 in its
urban centers and light rail station areas. These urban centers are already more transit-dependent
than other parts of Redmond and will become more so as growth occurs faster there than in other
parts of Redmond. This will increase the need and demand for transit and other non-singleoccupancy-vehicle travel options.

Arrival of Light Rail
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Light rail service will begin in Overlake in 2023 and in Southeast Redmond and Downtown in 2024.
The advent of light rail to Redmond will reshape Redmond’s public transit network as bus service is
redeployed to connect more people to more places. The planning work to redeploy service is
expected to occur in 2021-22 for implementation in 2023 and 2024. Moreover, fast, frequent, and
reliable transit service will make it possible for more households to own fewer vehicles or no vehicles.
This will have an impact on street use, including pedestrian and bicycle facilities, and the overall need
for off-street parking.
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F IG URE 2 4 L I GHT R AIL I N RE DMO N D
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Shared Mobility
Recent years have seen the introduction of shared mobility, also called mobility as a service. The
fundamental idea behind shared mobility is that a person can be mobile without needing to own an
expensive device like a car. Shared mobility is not new – taxis have been around for many decades –
but it has expanded to other forms of mobility like bicycles and scooters. Modern shared mobility is
often built on technology platforms that match users with a mobility device. Sometimes the mobility
devices are owned by the creator of the technology platform (e.g., Lime scooters in Redmond), and
sometimes they are owned by a third party (e.g., drivers for Uber or Lyft).
As driverless vehicle technology advances, there may be many more people who opt out of vehicle
ownership in favor of hailing a driverless fleet vehicle. Or, people may choose to own a driverless car
and rent it out while not using it themselves.
Shared mobility is one of the potential solutions to the “first mile-last mile” problem, that is, the
problem of getting from the nearest fixed-route public transit stop to one’s destination.

AF
T

Delivery of Freight

E-commerce continues to grow rapidly, most recently because of the COVID-19 pandemic. How
personal shopping behaviors change after the pandemic is difficult to forecast, but it will be
important to monitor the impact of both long-haul and local delivery trucks on the local transportation
system. Part of the impact of increased local deliveries is on the demand for loading zones along
streets, especially in the urban centers.
This trend is also intertwined with advances in technology as robotic and aerial delivery vehicles are
being tested that would in part replace traditional vehicles with drivers.

R

Long-Term Commute Pattern Changes

D

The pandemic has scrambled commuting patterns and it will be important to monitor how changes
wrought by the pandemic “stick” after the pandemic wanes. Will many people opt for part- or full-time
telecommuting? Will employers adopt more flexible work location and hours policies? How will that
affect how communities and transit agencies make transportation investment decisions? The answers
are as yet unknown, but, given the magnitude of the possible effects, it will be important to be
adaptive going forward.

Transportation Technology
Driverless vehicles, automated and connected vehicles, drones, high-speed rail, and technologies not
yet discovered: any or all of these could have significant impacts on how, when, and where people
travel. Will driverless vehicles mean that more parking is needed, or less? Will drone deliveries
supplant local truck deliveries or just dramatically expand the market?
Changes in how people travel may also be driven by advances in non-transportation technology.
Videoconferencing has advanced to the point that many millions of people have not set foot in their
workplace for months. What other technology advances will make travel unnecessary?
As above, the magnitude of possible impacts calls for adaptiveness; it also calls for focusing on the
future community vision, which transcends these questions.
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Policy Considerations
This section identifies transportation policy considerations for meeting regional or regulatory
imperatives and community priorities. Transportation policy considerations are organized by draft
Transportation Master Plan strategies, subject to refinement throughout the planning process. Each
policy consideration has a relationship to one or more of the Redmond 2050 themes of sustainability,
equity and inclusion, technology forward, resiliency, and – specific to transportation – safety.

Orient around Light Rail
Deploy transit service to connect people to light rail. When light rail service begins in 2023 (Overlake)
and 2024 (Downtown and Southeast Redmond), it will be the spine of Redmond’s public
transportation system. Concurrent with the Redmond 2050 effort, City staff will be working with
Metro, Sound Transit, and the community to develop changes to bus transit to best serve the
Redmond community going forward.

AF
T

Prioritize investments that improve access to light rail. To best leverage the region’s investment in
high capacity transit, Redmond should consider prioritizing mobility investments that improve access
to light rail and the mobility it affords.
These two policy considerations support sustainability by encouraging transit use; they support equity
by making more opportunities available to more people; they support resiliency by increasing the
number of ways that people can get around Redmond; they support safety by encouraging use of
modes other than driving.

D

R

Encourage transit-oriented development in light rail station areas. To achieve the community’s vision
for focusing growth in urban centers, and to best leverage the region’s investment in high-capacity
transit, Redmond should consider encouraging transit-oriented development in light rail station
areas. This policy consideration supports sustainability by encouraging lower carbon footprint
lifestyles; it supports equity and inclusion by making more housing available closer to public transit
and the mobility it affords.
Reform parking regulations around light rail stations to maximize desired uses like housing and
employment. The combination of new light rail service and redeployed bus service will enable more
households to choose to own fewer vehicles or no vehicles. The desire to accommodate most of
Redmond’s growth in urban centers also argues for balancing the need for parking with the need to
accommodate housing and jobs. Therefore, Redmond should consider reforming parking regulations
around light rail stations to maximize desired uses like housing and employment. This policy
consideration supports sustainability by encouraging use of travel modes other than driving; it
supports equity and inclusion by increasing the affordability of housing near transit; it can be
supported by a technology forward approach, which can help people find available parking faster.

Maintain Transportation Infrastructure
Maximize the cost-effectiveness of transportation system maintenance expenditures. Maintaining the
existing system will become an increasing financial challenge as Redmond’s infrastructure ages. Part
of meeting that challenge will be investing wisely in system maintenance. This policy aligns with the
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principle of technology forward, to the degree that technology can be harnessed to make strategic
investments, as well as safety, as maintenance investments are often safety investments.
Design and build infrastructure that is resilient and can be efficiently maintained. Resiliency and the
ability to efficiently maintain a system are the result of thoughtful planning and design. Redmond
should plan for, design, and build transportation infrastructure considering resiliency and efficient
maintenance from the beginning. This policy consideration closely aligns with the principle of
sustainability.
Identify level-of-service requirements and funding for long-term maintenance and operations of
infrastructure. Redmond should consider formalizing a system for identifying and budgeting for the
long-term maintenance and operations of transportation infrastructure. Like the above policy
consideration, this closely aligns with the principle of sustainability; it also promotes safety.

Improve Travel Choices and Mobility

AF
T

Complete modal networks. Redmond has adopted vehicle, bicycle, freight, and transit modal
networks. Continuing this policy to complete the modal networks supports equity and inclusion by
making more mobility choices to more people; it supports resiliency by diversifying the transportation
system; it supports sustainability by making mobility less reliant on fossil fuels; it supports safety by
eliminating network gaps.
Two policy considerations are elements of completing modal networks and support the same
principles described above:
Improve pedestrian and bicycling connections within and between neighborhoods
Invest in bus transit speed, access, and reliability

R

•
•

D

Maximize the use of transportation infrastructure through transportation demand management
programs. Making the most of the existing transportation systems maximizes the value of past capital
investments while making more mobility choices available to travelers. This policy consideration
supports the principles of technology forward, as data is harnessed to improve the efficient use of
infrastructure; and sustainability, as travelers make choices that have less negative environmental
impacts.
Manage limited right-of-way and curb space to achieve community goals. Improving travel choices
and mobility will require Redmond to make considered decisions in how limited right-of-way is
allocated to various uses. These decisions should be guided by community goals for land use,
economic vitality, mobility, and more, and should align with the principles of sustainability, equity and
inclusion, technology forward, resiliency, and safety.

Enhance Freight and Service Mobility
Complete the freight modal network. The freight modal network provides for the movement of goods
and services to and through Redmond. This policy consideration aligns especially with the principle
of resiliency, as the network is critical to economic well-being.
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Monitor freight and service delivery patterns and adjust transportation system operations if
warranted. This policy consideration calls for continued monitoring of travel patterns in an era of
change in how goods and services are delivered. This consideration supports the principles of
technology forward – using information and technology to inform decisions, and resiliency insofar as
Redmond makes adjustments that make the system more resilient.

•

AF
T

•

R

•

Sustainability: Investments to encourage a shift from driving alone by providing convenient,
safe and accessible options are critical to achieving climate action goals.
Equity & Inclusion: Policies that supports mobility and connectivity, prioritize affordable and
effective public transportation network that connects communities with access to employment,
education, and health and social services are important to creating an equitable and inclusive
transportation system.
Tech Forward: Technological innovations are evolving quickly and may potentially transform
our transportation systems. Planning with flexibility in mind will support resiliency efforts and
allow for technological innovations ranging from shared and on-demand mobility,
improvements in traveler information, and a reduced reliance on personal vehicles.
Technology may also impact how our freight and delivery systems work, fleet management
and the ways in which we use publicly managed curb lanes.
Resiliency: Transportation is a backbone of our economy, connecting people, freight, jobs,
and services. Planning for a resilient, multimodal system allows for a smooth transition to
alternatives should there be unexpected events that impact one or more travel modes.
Revenue should come from multiple streams and mechanisms, including user-based fees, to
manage and improve the transportation system even during times of economic uncertainty or
shifts in development trends.
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