Redmond 2050
Visioning
Engagement Summary
PHASE 1: INVESTIGATE
OCT 12 TO NOV 9, 2020

VISIONING PROCESS – PHASE 1
The City of Redmond is currently undertaking a Visioning process to determine where and how this growth
will be accommodated. This Visioning process will run between Fall 2020 and Spring 2021 and engage
the Redmond community throughout this time. This report summarizes Phase 1: Investigate which
included Round 1 of our Gains and Pains engagement. This engagement ran from October 12 to
November 9, 2020.

Our engagement process is using the Redmond virtual lobby in lieu of traditional community open
houses during the COVID-19 pandemic.
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GAINS & PAINS
ROUND 1
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ROUND 1 - GAINS AND PAINS
We asked participants to answer the following questions in Round 1 of our Gains and Pains engagement:
Think about the future growth of Redmond by the year 2050. What are your aspirations for what the City
looks like in 30 years? What are your concerns about how the City grows over this time? In this exercise, you
will be asked to brainstorm what you want to see happen in the future growth of the City -- we will call these
“Gains”. You will then be asked to brainstorm things that concern you about this growth and that need to be
addressed -- we will call these “Pains”.

REDMOND 2050 VISIONING

PAGE

4

IN RESPONSE TO OUR GAINS AND PAINS ROUND 1 ENGAGEMENT, WE HAD

56 PARTICIPANTS

DEMOGRAPHICS 1

GENDER

OF THESE PARTICIPANTS,

64%
Female
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25%
Male

11%

Prefer not
to answer
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DEMOGRAPHICS 2

AGE GROUP

25%

1990-1999

4

1980-1989

15

1970-1979

13

1960-1969

15

1950-1959

2

Male

1940-1949

1

Prefer not to answer 6
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DEMOGRAPHICS 3

RELATIONSHIP TO REDMOND
4%

I own or operate a
business in Redmond

4%

I own or operate a
business in Redmond

41%

33%

22%

41%

33%

22%

I live in
Redmond

I shop, dine, socialize, or
recreate in Redmond

I work in
Redmond

I live in
Redmond

I shop, dine, socialize, or
recreate in Redmond

I work in
Redmond

2%

I prefer not to answer

DEMOGRAPHICS 4

LOCATION OF HOME

61%

In another Redmond
neighborhood

61%

In another Redmond
neighborhood
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25%

In Redmond's Downtown
neighborhood

25%

In Redmond's Downtown
neighborhood

2%
I prefer not to answer
3%
9%

In Redmond's Overlake
neighborhood

Outside of
Redmond

9%

3%

In Redmond's Overlake
neighborhood

Outside of
Redmond
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DEMOGRAPHICS 5

RACIAL DIVERSITY
3%

Multiracial

54%

White/Caucasian

10%

Asian American/Pacific Islander

9%
Other

19%

5%

Prefer not to
answer

Latinx

DEMOGRAPHICS 6

DISABILITY

77%
No
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7%

Yes

16%

Prefer not to
answer
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GAINS: NOW
Redmond has strong parks and outdoor recreation opportunities.

27

Redmond has strong diversity and the urban form allows for opportunities
for community events to showcase it.

11

Redmond is a walkable place, particularly downtown.

9

Redmond insfrastructure (road, sidewalks, etc.) is clean, well maintained, and
meets current needs.

8

Redmond is a safe place.

8

Redmond has opportunities for businesses, small and large, to succeed.

7

Redmond has a variety of commercial and retail options, including
independent small businesses.

6

Redmond has good schools that are easily accessible.

6

Sound Transit is readily available and supports mobility across the City.

4

Redmond feels connected to the nature that surrounds around it.

3

Redmond is a bicycle friendly place.

3

Redmond supports arts and culture across the city.

3

Redmond has a good amount of tree cover.

2

Redmond is a quiet place that allows for residential uses to come first.

2

Redmond is a well designed, attractive place.

2

Current traffic patterns are working well.

1

Redmond doesn't have many tall buildings and this
maintains a small town feel.

1

Redmond has a good amount of parking available.

1

Redmond has good single family neighbourhoods.

1

Redmond has unique neighbourhood characters.

1

0

REDMOND 2050 VISIONING

5

10

15

20

25

30

PAGE

9

GAINS: NOW - Quotes

“Quiet, safe, clean, beautiful, mixed-use zones with functional transportation with wonderful culture

“

this multiculturalism. I feel safe and like I belong here.

“

love Redmond events, like Redmond Lights, So Bazaar and Derby Days. The live performances are awesome, and I
“Ilove
how artsy and unconventional they can be. I like our multicultural community and the way Redmond embraces

are great shops, restaurants, and services. I like that there are a range of options (low, mid, high price point),
“There
for when you want a quick bite or a fancy dinner, for example. I especially love places like Stonehouse, Molly

“

Moon’s... local faves and chains. The library is vibrant, and Redmond Town Center is a great place to hang out/shop/
eat (during non-covid summers anyway)
maintenance is good. Home prices are strong. The downtown core continues to develop well. I’m
“Infrastructure
proud to have been a homeowner in the city for a long time. I plan to stay.

“

REDMOND 2050 VISIONING

“

“There seems to be plenty of parks and recreation opportunities in the community.

“

“We have nice parks. We have great employers. We are starting to have a nice trail network.
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PAINS: NOW
Traffic is increasing and the number of vehicles creates long trips.

17
1

The cost of housing in Redmond is too high and there are not enough
affordable housing options.

13

Crime feels like it is increasing and safety feels like it is decreasing.

8

Development feels like it is moving too fast and infrastructure needs (roads,
parking, etc.) cannot keep up.

8

There are not enough small businesses and those that remain are struggling
to maintain their locations.
Large or tall buildings are a concern - there is too much high density being
built in Redmond.
The design of new buildings is "ugly" or does not suit the character of
Redmond.

8
6
6

More community recreation spaces are needed, especially for Seniors.

5

Walkability from neighbourhoods to parks and the downtown core is
currently poor. Pedestrian infrastructure is lacking.

5

It feels like cars are prioritized over bikes and pedestrians.

4

Redmond infrastructure (roads, sidewalks, etc.) is not well maintained and
does not meet current needs.

4

There is a loss of the tree canopy and it should be better protected and
maintained.

4

There is insufficient parking, particularly downtown.

4

More arts and cultural spaces are needed. We need to support artists to stay
in Redmond.

3

There are not enough safe, seperated bike lanes on key corridors, especially
with increasing traffic.

3

Sprawl is a concern - there is too much low density being built in Redmond.

2

There are not enough retail options or available retail
spaces, especially in new developments.
Development is being restricted by the current building heights and parking
requirements.

2
1

Downtown event space is noisy and impacts adjacent residents.

1

New development does not prioritize the history of the city and feels
"placeless", like it could be anywhere.

1

Planning feels like it is for new residents and not current residents.

1

Redmond does not appeal to a diverse citizenship.

1

Redmond needs more access to high speed internet as a utility.

1

There are an insufficient number of schools.

1

0
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PAINS: NOW - Quotes

“

don’t like how tall buildings are getting built in Redmond, it covers the landscape and beautiful views of the
“Imountains.
It is taking its beauty away by having these really tall buildings covering the mountains and trees.

“

from neighborhoods to downtown is not that great. Pedestrian corridors are not
“Walkability
connected with stairs and access points to the neighborhoods they pass through.

“

about small businesses that have been here a long time are forced to close because
“Concerned
landlord is selling property for new buildings.

are prioritized over bikes and pedestrians - resulting in too many cars. We limit
“Car
growth with restricted building heights and parking requirements.

“
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“

Development. I think we should slow it down

“

constantly stuck in downtown Redmond traffic and the routes coming into the city during morning rush hour
“Iareamvery
slow. Homelessness and crime have become a bigger and bigger problem in the community.
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GAINS: FUTURE
Multi-modal (pedestrian, bike, etc.) options are
prioritized.

Infrastructure needs are developed in tandem
with increase housing and employment
opportunities to manage traffic.
Redmond has diverse architectural design in new
buildings.

10

There are more community spaces, especially for
Seniors and arts and culture.

9

2

2

Redmond has more affordable homes.

8

Redmond is a unique destination, different from other
cities in the area.

2

Redmond is pedestrian-friendly and walkable
city-wide, but especially Downtown.

8

Redmond limits the number of tall
buildings that are built.

2

Redmond maintains good, accessible schools.

2

Redmond maintains it's strong park system.

2

Redmond has a strong transportation system that
connects to the new Light Rail station.

7

Traffic issues are improved and it is easy to
commute by vehicle in Redmond.

6

Existing neighbourhood character has been preserved.
Redmond maintains existing "charm" and history.

5

All new infrastructure is constructed underground.

1

Redmond is a diverse City with people at all ages
and stages or life.

5

Apartment units are larger and there are more
family-sized units.

1

Redmond reduces reliance on cars for other
transportation modes.

5

Density is located in the urban centers and not
dispersed across the City.

1

The future of Redmond should be sustainable and
carbon neutral.

5

Downtown Redmond has more opportunities for
ownership, rather than just rental options.

1

Downtown Redmond is a walkable, vibrant place
with many diverse retail opportunities.

4

Everyone who works in Redmond can find a
home in Redmond.

1

Redmond prioritizes opportunities to retain and
grow small businesses.

4

Infrastructure needs are met and well-maintained.

1

Crime is reduced through increased enforcement.

3

More support is available for artists.

1

Density is dispersed across the City and not
localized to Downtown.

3

Redmond builds tall buildings to prevent sprawl
and impacts on natural spaces.

1

Redmond has a thriving business scene for both
small and large businesses.

3

Redmond has a diversity of housing options.

1

Redmond limits growth.

3

Redmond is a leader in inclusivity.

1

The City tree canopy is increased.

3

Redmond maintains a connection to the nature
that surrounds it.

1

There is increased green space in the City.

3

There is more parking available for businesses.

1

0
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GAINS: FUTURE - Quotes

“

“Preservation of neighborhood character

“

“Vibrant downtown core with lots of options for activities, shopping, dining.

up not out: Redmond buildings, particularly commercial ones, should have multiple stories
“Grow
so that we are not sprawling into beautiful green spaces.

“

“

biking network that takes residents and visitors to any place within the city.
“ASafecompleted
pedestrian facilities throughout the city, even within the industrial areas.

“

like the new building that have little restaurants and stuff at the bottom. it
“Imakes
the city more walkable and ‘alive’ which I love.

hope this city is inclusive of all (new and old residents), has a strong parks department that offers lots of options for
“Ifamilies
and residents, we have a good budding business community that supports small and large businesses and

“

that the city makes it easier to do business here.

“More community events, more sidewalks, better public schools

“
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PAINS: FUTURE
Redmond's traffic situation is not managed and
there is crowding.

11

Redmond has increased crime.

10

Redmond does not grow in a sustainable way that
considers climate change.

6

Redmond is too dense.

2

Commutes for those looking for affordable
housing get longer as people have to move
further and further out from the core.

1

New development is not mixed-use and
doesn't create liveable public spaces.

1

Redmond does not have enough parking.

5

Redmond continues to sprawl with
low-density development.

1

Redmond doesn't build enough infrastructure to
meet the demands of new development.

5

Redmond does not attract new businesses.

1

Redmond has high housing costs.

5

Redmond's traffic situation is not

1

Redmond has many large tall buildings.

5

managed and there is crowding.
Redmond has increased crime.

1

Redmond does not have a robust transportation
system.

3

Redmond does not grow in a sustainable
way that considers climate change.

1

Redmond doesn't feel like a unique place that
represents it's history.

3

Redmond does not have enough parking.
Redmond doesn't build enough

1

Redmond lacks cultural hubs to support a diverse
population.

3

infrastructure to meet the demands of new
development.

1

Redmond loses small businesses.

3

Redmond has high housing costs.
Redmond has many large tall buildings.

1

The urban form is monotonous and not
architecturally interesting.

3

Redmond does not build enough schools to keep
up with a growing population.

2

Redmond does not have enough retail
opportunities and is primarily a place of housing.

2

Redmond does not prioritize multi-modal
opportunities (pedestrian, bike, etc.)

2

Redmond doesn't have a variety of housing types
and costs.

2

Redmond doesn't have enough parks and
public spaces for the growing population.

2

Redmond doesn't support a diverse
population of all ages and stages.

2

0
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PAINS: FUTURE- Quotes

“

to be lost?
conscious of the environmental impacts of growth, availability of clean water and air, protection to local wild“Being
life, correct waste management, social diversity and inclusion, opportunities for all (not only those earning more than
$100k annually).
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“

sure many residents from before 2000 feel that the character of the city they grew up in has already been lost, and
“I’m
change is indeed inevitable. So maybe the better question is, which parts of the character are essential and don’t want

“

enough parking for downtown, a fractured community of haves and have-nots, too many blocky build“Not
ings that won’t age well, terrible traffic getting to and through the City. Increased crime.

“

to big too fast, losing its personality thru destruction of older buildings and loss of long
“Getting
existing businesses
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