
DOWNTOWN URBAN CENTER 

 

 

Downtown Vision 2030 

Downtown Redmond is a vibrant mix of businesses, residences and open spaces.  It is a 

destination where residents meet in their favorite bakery or take in an open-air concert at the 

Downtown Park.  Residents and visitors walk along the tree-lined streets from shop to shop, or 

along the Sammamish River Trail or Burlington Northern Trail for exercise and relaxation.  The 

Downtown neighborhood is an urban village with a sense of its own history.  The 1 square mile 

neighborhood houses approximately 20,000 residents and 25,000 jobs, providing support to the 

neighborhood’s restaurants, shops, services, and cultural/entertainment venues.   Downtown 

residents and workers rarely use their cars to get around within the neighborhood, as light rail, 

convenient bus service, and a friendly walking and bicycling environment provide fun, 

interesting, and healthy transit options within the neighborhood, as well as to Bellevue and 

downtown Seattle.   

  

285



Implementing the Vision 

In its continued efforts to achieve the vision for Downtown, the City has recently completed  and 

initiated several key capital improvements including the construction Bear Creek Parkway 

between Redmond Way and Leary Way, increasing Downtown sewer capacity to accommodate 

future growth, purchasing property to allow for the extension of 161st Avenue NE from 

Redmond Way to Bear Creek Parkway, improving the stormwater system, purchasing the BNSF 

right-of-way for future trial and transit use, and purchasing properties for a new Downtown park.  

In order to continue the momentum in improving the Downtown neighborhood and attracting 

new businesses and private development from 2011 to 2016, the City will invest in new street 

improvements on Cleveland Street and its north/south connecting streets to implement the 

conversion of the one-way couplet back to two-way streets, improve the BNSF right-of-way with 

trail amenities, continue to purchase properties for the Downtown park, and continue funding 

Downtown parking enforcement. 
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Map # Project Description & Timeframe
Priority & 

Offer #
Project
Status

2011-2012 
Investment

Project 
Investment

(through 2016)

D1 Downtown Parking Lot
In support of the City's urban center vision providing 
public off-street parking in Downtown Redmond enables a 
vibrant, denser, more pedestrian and transit-oriented land 
use pattern while still accommodating vehicle access.  
(This project is being funded through the City's 
Transportation Demand Management Program.) 

Project timeframe: 2011-2016

Business 
Community

PLN2149

New $210,000 $550,000 

D2 161st Avenue Northeast Extension & Water Quality
Construct 161st Avenue Northeast Extension from Bear 
Creek Parkway Extension to Redmond Way.  
Improvements include one through-lane in each direction, 
left turn lanes, bike lanes, parking, sidewalks, street lights, 
storm drainage, rain gardens, right-of-way, easements, as 
well as traffic signals at Cleveland Street and Bear Creek 
Parkway.  (This project is partially funded by the Utilities.)

Project timeframe: 2009-2011

Infrastructure 
& Growth

PW2186

Ongoing/ 
New

$6,165,575 $10,095,575 

D3 164th Avenue Northeast Extension & Water Quality
Construct 164th Avenue Northeast Extension from 
Northeast 76th to Cleveland Street.  Improvements include 
one through lane in each direction, bike lanes, parking, 
sidewalks, street lights, storm drainage, low impact 
development techniques, right-of-way and easements.

Project timeframe: 2011-2013

Infrastructure 
& Growth

PW2187

New $1,875,000 $3,350,000 

D4 Couplet Conversion & Water Quality
(Downtown Phase 5)
The Couplet Conversion and Water Quality projects are 
key to the City's plans for the Downtown Redmond Urban 
Center and will improve the pedestrian and business 
friendliness of Downtown.  The approved funding for 
these projects only represents the Stormwater segment; the 
Transportation portion is included in the unfunded section.  
Transportation and Natural Resources are partnering on 
cleaning stormwater from the streets through innovative 
methods.  Additionally, this will prepare the sidewalk 
master plan and convert Redmond Way to one through 
lane in each direction with a center turn lane; the west end 
will have two westbound lanes; and the east end will have 
two eastbound lanes; and Cleveland Street will be 
converted to one through lane in each direction.

Project timeframe: 2009-2013

Infrastructure 
& Growth

PW2188

Ongoing $500,000 $500,000 

2011-2016 Proposed Capital Improvement Program

Downtown Urban Center

287



Map # Project Description & Timeframe
Priority & 

Offer #
Project
Status

2011-2012 
Investment

Project 
Investment

(through 2016)

2011-2016 Proposed Capital Improvement Program

Downtown Urban Center

D5 Redmond Way Overlay Phase II (Bear Creek Parkway 
to 164th Avenue Northeast)
The Redmond Way Overlay project repairs fatigued 
pavement areas, includes a two inch thick asphalt overlay, 
and the replacement of all channelization and signal loops 
on Redmond Way and Cleveland Street from Bear Creek 
Parkway to 164th Avenue Northeast.  This project is 
important to maintaining the City's established pavement 
rating index.

Project timeframe: 2012-2013

Infrastructure 
& Growth

PW2190

New $76,000 $506,700 

D6 Cleveland Streetscape (161st to 164th)
This Cleveland Streetscape project is the third phase of a 
significant transportation investment to accommodate 
growth and improve the pedestrian and business 
friendliness of Downtown.  The Cleveland Streetscape 
project completes construction of curb extensions, widened 
sidewalks, pedestrian amenities, and gateway treatments to 
fulfill the vision for Cleveland Street as the Main Street for 
downtown Redmond.  This project completes portions of 
Cleveland Street not completed by new development 
between 160th Avenue Northeast and Northeast 164th 
Street.

Project timeframe: 2012

Infrastructure 
& Growth

PW2192

New $1,700,000 $2,950,000 

D7
D8

Bear Creek Water Quality Facility
Redmond Way Storm Trunk & Water Quality Facility
The Bear Creek and Redmond Way projects will construct 
regional stormwater facilities in the Downtown urban 
center associated with the Redmond Way corridor.  The 
facilities will provide stormwater conveyance and water 
quality treatment to accommodate existing deficiencies and 
future growth.  The three facilities comprising this offer 
include: a new conveyance trunk along the Burlington 
Northern right-of-way and associated conveyance 
improvements, a water quality treatment facility at the west 
end of the trunk line at the outfall to the Sammamish 
River, and a stormwater treatment wetland at the east end 
of the trunk line at the outfall to Bear Creek.  Combined, 
these facilities will manage stormwater from 
approximately 250 acres of the downtown watershed.

Project timeframe: 2009-2014

Infrastructure 
& Growth

PW2218

Ongoing $17,611,500 $25,231,558 
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Map # Project Description & Timeframe
Priority & 

Offer #
Project
Status

2011-2012 
Investment

Project 
Investment

(through 2016)

2011-2016 Proposed Capital Improvement Program

Downtown Urban Center

D9 85th Street Water Quality Facility
Construct a regional stormwater facility in the Downtown 
urban center associated with the Northeast 85th Street 
corridor.  There is little to no runoff treatment built into the 
City's existing stormwater infrastructure in Downtown.  
The NE 85th Street basin drains into the Sammamish 
River, a major migratory link for salmon returning to 
spawn in Bear Creek and Issaquah Creek.  The facility will 
provide water quality treatment to accommodate existing 
deficiencies and future growth.  This facility will manage 
stormwater for approximately 208 acres of the Downtown 
watershed. 

Project timeframe: 2002-2015 

Infrastructure 
& Growth

PW2225

Ongoing $0 $7,481,164 

D10
D11

City Center Groundwater Protection Program:
    90th Street Water Quality Groundwater Protection
    Redmond Elementary Pond Retrofit
The Groundwater Protection and Pond Retrofit programs 
will identify and construct improvements to the public 
stormwater conveyance system to support elimination of 
certain stormwater infiltration activities in Wellhead 
Protection Zones 1 and 2 in the Downtown area.  These 
projects are focused on modifications to existing City-
owned systems.

Project timeframe: 2009-2015

Clean & 
Green

PW2229

Ongoing/
New

$146,000 $1,850,017 

D12 Campus Electrical Upgrade for Events
City Hall electrical upgrades will increase the electrical 
power capacity on the City Hall campus and provide 
additional power outlets inside the green space and near 
the senior center.  Access to electrical power on the City 
Hall campus is limited and located in only a few areas.  
For most events, power cords run through the grass, 
creating a trip hazard.

Project timeframe: 2011

Community 
Building

PRK2230

New $100,000 $100,000 
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Map # Project Description & Timeframe
Priority & 

Offer #
Project
Status

2011-2012 
Investment

Project 
Investment

(through 2016)

2011-2016 Proposed Capital Improvement Program

Downtown Urban Center

D13 Dudley Carter Park
Dudley Carter Park (formerly Slough Park) is located 
Downtown at a busy junction and gateway to the City 
(Leary Way & 159th Place NE).  This 1.37 acre park is the 
home of Dudley Carter's Haida House (a working artist 
studio) and is adjacent to the Lake Sammamish Trail.  The 
park is being developed as a respite area for trail users and 
for Downtown residents.  It will also have community 
gathering areas and artist workshop spaces based on the 
traditions of Dudley Carter and the artists who worked 
there in the late 1980's.  Although a portion of this park is 
unfunded, the funded portion will provide an artist 
workshop space, basic trail amenities, and an art sculpture.

Project timeframe: 2016

Community 
Building

PRK2231

New $0 $250,000 

D14 Downtown Park
In 2009/2010 funding was set aside for the acquistion and 
future development of a downtown park.  The face of 
downtown Redmond is rapidly changing as mid-rise 
housing is springing up throughout the district.  Downtown 
Redmond is a designated Urban Center which encourages 
higher-density development to accommodate expected 
residential and employment growth.  Through a series of 
coordinated public improvements the City of Redmond 
wants to ensure that downtown becomes an active, vibrant 
and economically healthy environment.  Studies have 
shown that a signature park, public art and streetscape 
improvements are fundamental elements in a successful 
and lively downtown core.  (Includes estimated debt 
service for potential borrowing of $10,000,000.)

Project timeframe: 2009-2016

Community 
Building

PRK2233

Ongoing/ 
New

$10,900,000 $19,504,196 

D15 Burlington Northern Santa Fe Right-of-Way
Development of the Downtown section of the regional trail 
from the Bear Creek Trail west of State Route 520 to the 
Sammamish River Trail, which is approximately 1.1 miles. 
The trail will be designed to meet City trail design 
standards, of being at least 12 feet wide.  The City will 
create a place to celebrate Redmond's history and what 
Redmond is today through a set of experiences along the 
trail corridor that incorporate art and park features for 
resting or playing, learning, appreciating, and as a spark 
for new conversations.

Project timeframe: 2009-2012

Community 
Building

PRK2234

Ongoing $3,700,000 $12,730,870 
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Map # Project Description & Timeframe
Priority & 

Offer #
Project
Status

2011-2012 
Investment

Project 
Investment

(through 2016)

2011-2016 Proposed Capital Improvement Program

Downtown Urban Center

D16 Anderson Park Picnic Shelter Renovation
Anderson Park Picnic Shelter is a historical structure 
within the Downtown Anderson Park.  The picnic shelter 
was built in the 1930's and has endured many years of use 
within the first downtown park in Redmond.  Many of the 
logs have been restored over the years.  However, time has 
taken its toll and many of the logs are rotting and the 
foundation is cracking.  Staff is working in partnership 
with the Historical Society and the Rotary Club to 
carefully restore the structure within the frameworks of its 
historical nature.

Project timeframe: 2014

Community 
Building

PRK2241

New $0 $80,000 

$42,984,075 $85,180,080                                                          Total Downtown Urban Center Investment:     
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