AM No. 11-064 (C4)

MEMO TO: City Council

FROM: John Marchione, Mayor

DATE: March 15, 2011

SUBJECT: ADOPTING THE CITY COUNCIL CIVILITY ACCORD

l. RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Present for consideration of adoption.
1. DEPARTMENT CONTACTS:

Mike Bailey, Finance and Information Services Director 425-556-2160
Michelle M. McGehee, City Clerk 425-556-2190

I11. DESCRIPTION:

This proposed resolution is being presented at the request of Councilmembers Cole and
Vache.

V. IMPACT:

None.
V. ALTERNATIVES:

Deny adoption of the proposed resolution.
VI. TIME CONSTRAINTS:

There are no known time constraints.
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VIl.  LIST OF ATTACHMENTS:

Proposed Resolution

/sl
Mike E. Bailey, Finance Director

Approved for Council Agenda Isl

03/08/201.

Date

03/08/201.

John Marchione, Mayor

Date
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ATTACHMENT A

CITY OF REDMOND
RESOLUTION NO.

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF REDMOND, WASHINGTON, ADOPTING THE CITY OF
REDMOND CIVILITY ACCORD

WHEREAS, on January 19, 2011, at the United States Conference
of Mayors, a Civility Accord was adopted and signed in the
aftermath of the shooting and lives lost in the January 8, 2011,

Tucson, Arizona tragedy; and

WHEREAS, the Civility Accord reminds us all of the necessity

of living 1In a civil environment; and

WHEREAS, city governments across the United States were
encouraged through this signing to pass their own city civility
accords.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF REDMOND,
WASHINGTON, HEREBY RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

On the morning of January 8, 2011, gunshots fired in one of
our nation’s great cities reverberated through all of America. A
federal judge and a nine-year-old girl were among the six people
killed that day in Tucson, and Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords,

the target of the shooting rampage, was among the 13 more who were
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ATTACHMENT A

wounded. The pain iInflicted on them, their families, and the
entire Tucson community is shared by people across our nation.

Regardless of what the motives behind the tragedy iIn Tucson
might have been, 1t occurred iIn an atmosphere iIn which public
discourse is often confrontational and lacking in civility. We
should use this event as a point of departure, to recommit
ourselves to building a more civil society In which each person is
respected and public and political discourse are aimed at the
betterment of our nation and its people and not the destruction of
those with whom we disagree. As President Barack Obama said in
the January 12 memorial service, “only a more civil and honest
public discourse can help us face up to our challenges as a
nation.”

We believe that because city council members are elected
leaders closest to the people, restoration of civility must begin
with us. We are iIn a unique position to have a positive impact on
behavior — individual and collective — and to lead by example.
Whille the tragedy in Tucson i1s the i1mpetus for this Accord, it
represents a commitment that must live on in every city council in
our nation from this day forward.

Following the example set at the 2011 United States
Conference of Mayors, we, the Members of the Redmond City Council,

in order to restore civility to our communities and through them

Page 2 of 4 Resolution No.
AM No.



ATTACHMENT A

to our nation, pledge our commitment to the following principles
for civility:

(1) Respect the right of all Americans to hold different
opinions;

(2) Avoid rhetoric intended to humiliate, de-legitimatize,
or question the patriotism of those whose opinions are different
from ours;

(3) Strive to understand differing perspectives;

(4) Choose words carefully;

(5) Speak  truthfully without accusation, and avoid
distortion; and

(6) Speak out against violence, prejudice, and incivility in
all of their forms, whenever and wherever they occur.

We further pledge to exhibit and encourage the kinds of
personal qualities that are emblematic of a civil society:
gratitude, humility, openness, passion Tfor service to others,
propriety, Kkindness, caring, Taith, sense of duty, and a
commitment to doing what i1s right.

The i1mmediate need is to help our citizens through this
difficult period. Our long-term responsibility i1s to work with

them to build that civil society.
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ATTACHMENT A

ADOPTED by the Redmond City Council this day of

, 2011.

APPROVED:

MAYOR, JOHN MARCHIONE
ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED:

CITY CLERK, MICHELLE M. MCGEHEE, CMC (SEAL)

FILED WITH THE CITY CLERK:
PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL:
RESOLUTION NO:
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