
  
AM No. 10-153 (C3) 

 
 
MEMO TO:  City Council 
 
FROM:  John Marchione, Mayor 
 
DATE:   July 20, 2010 
 
SUBJECT: APPROVE CONTRACT FOR STOEL RIVES ON BNSF 

CORRIDOR LEGAL SERVICES 
 
I.   RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 

Approval of contract with Stoel Rives regarding BNSF Corridor legal services to 
continue their assistance with easement agreements and associated issues. 

 
II.   DEPARTMENT CONTACTS: 
 

Craig Larsen, Park and Recreation Director  425-556-2310 
 Carolyn Hope, Senior Park Planner   425-556-2313 
 
III.  DESCRIPTION: 
 

The City recently completed the acquisition of the BNSF Rail Corridor on June 30, 2010. 
The City is continuing to work with its partners, King County, Sound Transit, and Puget 
Sound Energy, on complicated easement agreements within the corridor. 
 
Stoel Rives has been representing the City on these issues since late 2009, as well as on 
the purchase and sale agreement for the Corridor, and has submitted the attached proposal 
to continue work on the project. 

 
IV.  IMPACT: 
 

The financial impact of approving the contract is $100,000.  This funding is including in 
the current Park and Recreation Department CIP. 
 
Failure to approve the contract will further prolong the decisions on how to accommodate 
all of the proposed uses in the Corridor, could possibly delay the construction of the 
Downtown Stormwater Trunk Line project, and jeopardize our relationship with our 
BNSF partners including Sound Transit, King County, and PSE. 
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V.  ALTERNATIVES: 
 

City Council could choose not to approve the contract. 
 
VI.  TIME CONSTRAINTS: 
 

Stoel Rives is essential to our internal team continuing negotiations with our partners on 
the easement agreements that are underway.  King County and Sound Transit are 
especially interested in finalizing these agreements soon. 

 
VII.  LIST OF ATTACHMENTS: 
  

A. Contract 
 

 
 
___________________________________________   __________ 
Craig Larsen, Director of Parks and Recreation    Date 
 
 
 
Approved for Council Agenda______________________________ __________ 
     John Marchione, Mayor  Date 
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