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City of Redmond Government Guide as of 6.12.08 
 
Profile 
Incorporated: December 31, 1912 
 
Location 
Located between Washington's dramatic Cascade mountain range and the Puget Sound at 
the north end of Lake Sammamish about fifteen miles east of Seattle, Redmond is on the 
northeast terminus of SR 520.  
 
Qualities 
Known for its natural beauty, the city is unique in that residents have access to 34 parks and over 
25 miles of trails, but can also reach downtown Seattle in 20 minutes. Redmond also hosts live 
music, film, theater and a variety of other arts for every taste.  Outdoor sculpture can be seen 
throughout the city.  
 
City Government Structure 
Redmond is a non-charter code city, operating under Section 35A of the Revised Code of 
Washington with a strong Mayor/Council, non-partisan form of government.  The Mayor and 
seven Councilmembers are all elected directly by the people.  The Mayor is elected for a four-
year term and the Council are elected at-large for staggered four-year terms.  
 
Mayor, as chief executive officer of the City, directs the administrative functions of City 
government, develops the budget and maintains public health, safety and welfare.  
Contact:  425-556-2101 or mayor@redmond.gov 
 
Councilmembers represent the community at large and establish City law and policy by passing 
ordinances and resolutions. The Council also adopts the City budget, approves appropriations, 
contracts in the City's name, levies taxes and grants franchises.  
Contact:  425-556-2101 or council@redmond.gov 
 
2008 Mayor and Council  
Council and Mayor     425-556-2101  mayorcouncil@redmond.gov  
John Marchione, Mayor 425-556-2101 mayor@redmond.gov 
Kimberly Allen, Councilmember  425-556-2902 kallen@redmond.gov 
David Carson, Councilmember  425-556-2113   dcarson@redmond.gov 
Richard Cole, Councilmember  425-881-2129 rcole@redmond.gov 
Hank Margeson, Councilmember 425-885-1684 hmargeson@redmond.gov  
Nancy McCormick, President 425-556-2116 nmccormick@redmond.gov  
Hank Myers, Councilmember   425-556-2114 hmyers@redmond.gov   
Pat Vache, Vice President   425-895-0838 pvache@redmond.gov 
 
Judicial System  
Judicial services are provided by the court systems of King County, Washington State and the 
Federal Government. The Northeast District Court is located at the east end of the City’s 
Municipal Campus.  
Contact:  206-296-3667 or metrokc.gov/kcdc/redmond.htm  
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City Council Meetings 
WHEN:  Tuesday evenings at 7:30 pm  
WHERE:  City Hall Council Chambers  
 
For the hearing or visually impaired, assistance is available.  The City Clerk's office should be 
notified one week in advance of the meeting. 
Contact:  425-556-2191 or cityclerk@redmond.gov 
 
Business Meetings – first and third Tuesdays   
Council votes to take action on agenda items 
Business meetings are open to the public and time is given at the beginning of each meeting for 
audience comments. 
 
Study Sessions or Special Meetings – alternate Tuesdays 
Council reviews and studies issues and plans affecting the City 
Study session meetings are open to the public; however, the public has no opportunity to 
address the Council. 
 
Recording of Council Meetings 
Council meetings are cablecast live on RCTV Channel 21on Tuesdays at 7:30 pm   
Replays: Wednesdays 10 am and 3 pm 
 Thursdays at 1 am and 7:30 pm 
 Fridays at 1 am 
 Sundays at 9 pm   
 
Council meetings are also archived on the City’s website (www.redmond.gov) for on-demand 
viewing.  A free Microsoft Media Player program is required for viewing.  
 
If necessary, DVD duplications are available through RCTV for the cost of the DVD. 
Contact:  425-556-2459 or ccornwell@redmond.gov 
 
In addition, all content on RCTV 21 is streamed as it happens on the City’s website, 
www.redmond.gov, 24/7.   
 
Audio Recording  
Audio cassette tape of each City Council business meeting is available at the Redmond Library.   
 
Agendas and Meeting Minutes  
For business meetings only – agendas and minutes are available online at www.redmond.gov or 
in paper format at City Hall, the Public Safety Building and all Redmond Fire Stations or by 
request through the City Clerk’s office. 
Contact:  425-556-2191 or cityclerk@redmond.gov 
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Advisory Boards and Commissions 
Citizen participation is essential to Redmond’s governmental process. Residents may apply for 
appointment to any of the City’s boards and commissions.  These boards and commissions assist 
the City in an advisory role.  Appointments to these bodies are made by the Mayor and 
confirmed by City Council.  
 
To Apply 
Each board and commission has its own eligibility rules with vacancies announced on the 
website and through press releases.  Those interested in serving should fill out a Community 
Service Application available on the City’s website, www.redmond.gov or at the Mayor’s or City 
Clerk’s office. 
Contact:  425-556-2101 or thudson@redmond.gov 
 
Arts Commission – sponsors and promotes visual, literary and performing arts and provides grant 
programs, arts education and an arts website. It also makes arts recommendations to the Mayor 
and City Council. 
MEETS:  second Thursday of each month at 7 pm  
WHERE:  Old Redmond Schoolhouse Community Center (ORSCC)  
CONTACT:  425-556-2316 or rac@redmond.gov  
 
Bike/Pedestrian Advisory Board – advises the Public Works Department, City Council, WSDOT 
and other groups on non-motorized transportation issues. The committee allocates funds from 
the Sidewalk Improvement Program and Bicycle Facilities Improvement Program to projects that 
improve non-motorized transportation in Redmond. 
MEETS:  second Monday of each month at 6:30 pm 
WHERE:  City Hall   
CONTACT:  425-556-2750 or jpfundt@redmond.gov 
 
Civil Service Commission – considers recruitment and promotional procedures in the Police and 
Fire Departments and pertinent appeals.  
MEETS:  third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 pm   
WHERE:  City Hall 
CONTACT:  425-556-2120  
 
Design Review Board – examines building and site development applications for compliance 
with the City’s design criteria to ensure quality of the design elements and compatibility with the 
community.  
MEETS:  first and third Thursdays of each month at 7 pm  
WHERE:  City Hall Council Chambers 
CONTACT:  425-556-2432 or sfischer@redmond.gov  
 
Disability Board – reviews disability claims brought forward by covered employees in the Police 
and Fire Departments and makes recommendations concerning their resolution. 
MEETS:  first Wednesday of the month at 4 pm  
CONTACT:  425-556-2120 or mehart@redmond.gov  
 
Landmarks and Heritage Commission – reviews historic landmark designations for historic 
properties and any applications for alternation or demolition to existing landmark properties. 
MEETS:  Thursdays at 7 pm when there is an item of business   
CONTACT:  425-556-2414 
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Library Board of Trustees – appointed by the City while operating independently, this board 
considers Library policy, promotes interest in the Library and informs Redmond residents of Library 
needs. 
MEETS:  first Wednesday of the month at 7 pm 
WHERE:  Redmond Library 
CONTACT:  425-885-1861  
 
Parks and Trails Commission – advises the City on parks and trails acquisition, development and 
departmental programs. 
MEETS:  first Thursday of each month at 7 pm 
WHERE:   City Council Conference Room 
CONTACT:  425-556-2311 or tcox@redmond.gov 
 
Planning Commission – monitors growth and development issues and evaluates and 
recommends revisions to land use policies and regulations. Meetings are cablecast live on RTCV 
Channel 21, with replays on Channels 21 and 75. 
MEETS:  second, third and fourth Wednesday of the month at 7 pm  
WHERE:  City Hall Council Chambers 
CONTACT:  425-556-2428 or tmarpert@redmond.gov 
 
 
Panels and Committees 
In addition to the City’s Boards and Commissions, various panels and committees provide 
knowledge and expertise to elected officials and staff.  Listed below are examples of standing 
committees.  For information on others, contact the Mayor’s office at 425-556-2101 or 
scooper@redmond.gov. 
 
Innovative Housing Review Panel – evaluates proposals designed to meet the goals of the 
Innovative Housing Ordinance. 
MEETS:  as needed    
WHERE:  City Hall 
CONTACT:  425-556-2492 or jchurchill@redmond.gov 

425-556-2469 or sstiteler@redmond.gov 
 
Redmond Youth Partnership Advisory Committee (RYPAC) – appointed by the City while 
operating independently, this Committee is a voice for youth made up of youth and adults who 
help shape programs for the Redmond community. 
MEETS:  two evenings per month at 6:30 pm 
CONTACT:  425-556-2358 or rypac@redmond.gov 
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City Departments 
 
Executive Department 
Provides Mayoral leadership to City departments and administration; coordinates the City 
Budget; facilitates regional cooperation, issues analysis and policy; implements the policies and 
ordinances of the City Council and manages Board and Commission appointments. The 
Executive Department assesses community needs, proposes policies and develops strategies to 
address those needs. Civil and criminal legal services and citywide communications and 
community initiatives are also managed through this office.  
Contact:  425-556-2101 or mayor@redmond.gov  
 

City Attorney 
Provides civil legal services on contract through the law offices of Ogden, Murphy, Wallace.  
Drafts ordinances and resolutions for Council consideration and provides legal advice to the 
City Council, Boards and Commissions, and department staff. The Ogden firm also represents 
the City in civil and criminal proceedings and assists in the negotiation of labor contracts. 
Ogden, Murphy, Wallace has acted as legal counsel for the City of Redmond since 1980. 
 
City Prosecutor 
Files and prosecutes adult offender cases in Northeast District Court as well as code violation 
cases prepared by the Code Compliance Officer before the Hearing Examiner. Staff works in 
cooperation with the Redmond Police Department, Northeast District Court and the Code 
Compliance Officer to file and prosecute cases.  
Contact:  Prosecutor’s Office 425-556-2108  
Contact:  Northeast District Court, 8601 160th Avenue NE, 206-296-3667 
 
Communications Office 
Provides support for citywide communications and public outreach and manages the City’s 
website (www.redmond.gov), Redmond City Television (RCTV), non-incident media relations 
and declared emergency communications.  Manages the City’s cable television franchise.   
Contact:  425-556-2427 or mgronlund@redmond.gov 
 

Finance Department 
Manages budget development and administration, general accounting, purchasing, payroll, 
business licenses, utility billing, risk management, City Clerk’s office, Hearing Examiner and 
information and technological services. Contact:  425-556-2145 or lleahy@redmond.gov 
 

City Clerk 
Supports the Mayor and City Council, oversees Hearing Examiner function, coordinates and 
distributes Council meeting agendas and information, coordinates City elections and 
monitors state legislative actions. The City Clerk is the official Public Records Officer of the 
City and maintains official City records including minutes, ordinances, resolutions, contracts, 
deeds and titles. Along with the Police, the Clerk’s office oversees and responds to public 
records requests.  The City Clerk also provides Notary Public services to the community.  
Contact:  425-556-2190 or cityclerk@redmond.gov 

 
Hearing Examiner 
The City's Hearing Examiner is an independent official selected by the City Council to 
conduct quasi-judicial hearings on matters or appeals involving the application of land use 
and development regulations and compliance with City codes.  The Hearing Examiner's 
office hours are Monday through Wednesday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm  
Contact:  425-556-2436 or ssherman@redmond.gov 
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Fire Department 
Provides fire suppression, emergency medical care, hazardous materials response and rescue 
services and is also responsible for the City’s Emergency Preparedness Program. A Fire 
Prevention Division administers fire safety inspections. Blood pressure checks may be obtained at 
any fire station by appointment.   
Contact:  425-556-2200 or acarlson@redmond.gov  
 
Human Resources Department 
Recruits and screens City employees; administers personnel rules, salaries and benefit programs 
and manages training and labor relations.  
Contact:  425-556-2120 or ttremble@redmond.gov  
 
Parks and Recreation Department 
Develops and maintains city parks and open space, schedules park facility rentals and 
coordinates arts and recreation programs and activities.  Manages all parks facilities including 
the Redmond Senior Center, the Old Fire House Teen Center and the Old Redmond 
Schoolhouse Community Center. 
Contact: General information, 425-556-2300 or recreationoffice@redmond.gov 
 Senior Center, 425-556-2314 
 Teen Center, 425-556-2370 or ofh@redmond.gov  
 Operations & maintenance, 425-556-2322 or pmaybee@redmond.gov  
 
Planning and Community Development Department 
Provides development review; long range, land use and transportation planning; building 
inspection; code enforcement; commute trip reduction and human services. Building and 
development permits can be obtained at a one-stop Development Services Center on the 
second floor of City Hall.  
Contact: Planner of the Day, 425-556-2494 or planneroncall@redmond.gov 
 Plan Examiner of the Day, 425-556-2473 or permittech@redmond.gov  
 
Police Department 
Provides law enforcement, patrol and emergency response, crime analysis and investigation, 
traffic enforcement and education and accident investigation. Outreach programs include 
crime prevention and traffic safety.  
Contact:  425-556-2500 or police@redmond.gov  
 
Public Works Department 
Provides the planning, design, construction, maintenance and administrative services related to 
the City’s infrastructure systems (transportation improvements, traffic control, water and sewer 
utilities, stormwater management and municipal buildings). Recycling, groundwater protection, 
habitat restoration, stormwater engineering and water conservation programs are also 
managed in this department.  
Contact:  General information, 425-556-2701 or pwgen@redmond.gov 
 Natural Resources, 425-556-2825 or nr@remond.gov  
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Citizen Involvement 
Communicating with Elected and Appointed Officials in Redmond City Government 
 
Items from the Audience 
WHAT:   Opportunity for anyone to speak to the Mayor and Council on any topic  
WHEN:   At the beginning of each City Council business meeting (first and third Tuesdays) 
WHERE: City Hall Council Chambers 
THINGS TO KNOW:  

• Sign-up on sheet inside the Council Chambers entry 
• Meetings are televised and your name and address is required and will be spoken on 

TV as part of the official record and posted on the website 
• Speaking time limit is four (4) minutes 
• Light will flash when your time is up 

 
Contact the Mayor or Council 
WHAT: Call, email or arrange to meet with any of your elected officials to voice your opinion 

on any topic 
WHEN: Anytime 
THINGS TO KNOW:  

• Councilmembers are unable to talk or receive comments about issues they may 
need to rule on in a quasi-judicial setting 

• No more than three Councilmembers can speak on any one topic (even if it is done 
separately) outside of an official, publicly noticed meeting.  To do so is a violation of 
Washington State’s Open Meeting Act 

 
Council and Mayor     425-556-2101  mayorcouncil@redmond.gov  
John Marchione, Mayor 425-556-2101 mayor@redmond.gov 
Kimberly Allen, Councilmember  425-556-2902 kallen@redmond.gov 
David Carson, Councilmember  425-556-2113   dcarson@redmond.gov 
Richard Cole, Councilmember  425-881-2129 rcole@redmond.gov 
Hank Margeson, Councilmember 425-885-1684 hmargeson@redmond.gov  
Nancy McCormick, President 425-556-2116 nmccormick@redmond.gov  
Hank Myers, Councilmember   425-556-2114 hmyers@redmond.gov   
Pat Vache, Vice President   425-895-0838 pvache@redmond.gov 
Ombudsman Changes monthly – see www.redmond.gov 
 
Community Meetings 
WHAT: Meeting or event on a specific topic voluntarily sponsored by the City to inform, 

educate or receive feedback from interested residents and businesses 
WHEN: as needed 
WHERE: locations will vary and are posted on meeting notice 
THINGS TO KNOW: 

• Meetings are noticed in a variety of ways depending on the scope of the meeting.  
They include Focus on Redmond magazine, Redmond Reporter and other area 
newspapers, posters, City website, RCTV community message board and direct 
mailings. 

• Meetings take many forms depending on the topic, such as 
o Open house/talk to staff one-on-one 
o Presentation and Q & A 
o Information sharing and feedback 

• Regardless of meeting type, comments are always encouraged 
• Meetings are for information gathering and are not required nor are they quasi-

judicial in nature 
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Public Hearings 
 
Please Note:  The following information refers to types of permits (Type I, Type II, etc) and types of 
hearings (quasi-judicial, legislative, etc)other terms  that are defined on page 10.  
 
Public Hearings are held to receive public comment on important issues and/or issues requiring a 
public hearing by State statute. Citizens wishing to comment may speak after being recognized. 
After all persons have spoken, the hearing is closed to public comment. The decision-making 
body (Hearing Examiner, Council, etc) then proceeds with its deliberation and decision-making. 
 
Hearing Examiner Public Hearing – Quasi-judicial  
WHAT: The Hearing Examiner public hearing process is designed to:  

o Separate the application of land use regulations (performed by Hearing 
Examiner) from the planning and policy-making (performed by City staff and 
officials) 

o Provide a level of expertise to conduct administrative and quasi-judicial hearings 
o Protect and promote the interests of the community 
o Expand the principles of fairness and due process in public hearings 

WHEN: Schedule determined by projects 
WHERE: City Hall Council Chambers 
THINGS TO KNOW:  

• Sign-up sheet is located at entrance to Council Chambers 
• Name and address of the person testifying is requested and may become part of the 

official record and may be posted on the City’s website 
• All public hearings are publicly noticed 
• Notices are mailed to all property owners and residents within 500 feet and any 

interested parties and Parties of Record a minimum of 21 calendar days before the 
hearing 

• Hearings are noticed through Seattle Times, City website, RCTV community message 
board, posted in City Hall and Redmond Library, and on the project site if applicable 

• Hearing Examiner makes decisions on appeals of Type I and II administrative 
decisions, Type III permits including Preliminary Plats, Reasonable Use Exceptions 
(private), Shoreline Conditional Use permits, Shoreline Variances and Variances 

• Hearing Examiner makes recommendations to City Council on Type IV permits 
including Planned  and Master Planned Residential Developments (PRD/MPRD), 
Planned and Master Planned Commercial Developments (PCD/MPCD), Conditional 
Use Permits, Zoning Map Amendments that do not require a change to the 
Comprehensive Plan and Essential Public Facility permits 

• Appeals of Hearing Examiner decisions: 
o Decisions on appeals of Type I and II decisions may be appealed to City Council. 

Decisions on SEPA appeals may only be appealed to Superior Court.   
(recommendations to Council cannot be appealed) 

o Type III decisions may be appealed to City Council with the exception of 
Shoreline Conditional Use Permits and Shoreline Variances, which may be 
appealed to the State Shoreline Hearings Board 

• To be notified about a specific public hearing and become an interested party: 
o Contact the Planning Department, Planneroncall@redmond.gov or 425-556-2494, 

and ask to be included on the mailing list 
 
Planning Commission Public Hearing – Legislative or Quasi-judicial 
WHAT: The Planning Commission public hearing process is used to gather public comments 

on broad planning policy issues, including proposals to adopt and amend the 
Comprehensive Plan and the Community Development Guide (zoning code). 

WHEN: Schedule determined by topic  
WHERE: City Hall Council Chambers 
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THINGS TO KNOW: 
• Sign-up sheet is located at entrance to Council Chambers 
• The name and address of the person testifying is required and becomes part of the 

official record, may be posted on the City’s website and is cablecast on RCTV 21. 
• Must sign-in to testify 
• The time for testifying is limited to 4 minutes 
• All hearings are publicly noticed 
• For legislative decisions concerning changes to the Zoning Map, notices must be 

mailed to all property owners/residents within 500 feet and any interested parties a 
minimum of 21 calendar days before the hearing 

• Hearings are noticed through Seattle Times, City website, RCTV community message 
board and posted in City Hall and Redmond Library 

• The Planning Commission conducts the public hearing on Type VI reviews and makes 
recommendations to City Council on proposals to amend the Comprehensive Plan 
and/or Community Development Guide 

• The City Council makes the final decision on Type VI proposals 
• City Council decisions may only be appealed to Superior Court 
• To be notified about a specific public hearing and become an interested party: 

o Contact the Planning Department, planning@redmond.gov or 425-556-2421, and 
ask to be included on the mailing list 

 
City Council Public Hearing – Legislative or Quasi-judicial* 
WHAT: City Council holds public hearings for Type IV and Type V reviews and may schedule 

a public hearing for Type VI reviews 
WHEN: Schedule determined by topic  
WHERE: City Hall Council Chambers 
THINGS TO KNOW: 

• Sign-up sheet is located at entrance to Council Chambers 
• The name and address of the person testifying is required and becomes part of the 

official record, may be posted on the City’s website and is cablecast on RCTV 21. 
• Must sign-in to testify 
• Time for testifying is limited to 4 minutes 
• All public hearings are publicly noticed 
• Hearings are noticed through Seattle Times, City website, RCTV community message 

board and posted in City Hall and Redmond Library 
• If appropriate, notices are mailed to all property owners/residents within 500 feet and 

any interested parties a minimum of 21 calendar days before the hearing 
• City Council decisions may be appealed to Superior Court 
• To be notified about a specific public hearing and become an interested party: 

o Contact the Planning department, planning@redmond.gov or 425-556-2421, and 
ask to be included on the mailing list 

 
Means of Notification for Public Hearings 
 
Topic Notice Mailing 
Neighborhood Plan Update legal notice entire neighborhood 
City-wide Issue legal notice none 
Site-specific issue legal notice radius of 500’ around subject site 
Topic of interest none specific mailing list 
  
*NOTE: 
Whenever a quasi-judicial matter pending before the City Council has been the subject of a Hearing 
Examiner or Planning Commission Public Hearing, only one speaker from each side is allowed to speak at 
the City Council Public Hearing for up to 10 minutes only.  No new evidence may be presented by either 
speaker.
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Definitions 
 
Administrative Review – Decisions made by the appropriate City staff 
EXAMPLE:  Application to build a new commercial building 
 
Legislative Review – Articulates values and standards, designates rules or creates maps that are 
likely to affect all or a significant part of the population 
EXAMPLE:  Amend a map in the City’s Comprehensive Plan  
 
Quasi-judicial Review – Has a partly judicial character by possession of the right to hold hearings 
on and conduct investigations into disputed claims and alleged infractions of rules and 
regulations and to make decisions in a matter which directly impacts individual or group 
property rights as opposed to a whole community's rights. 
EXAMPLE:   Application for a variance to the Community Development Guide to build within 

established set-backs (addition of garage to home) 
 
Interested Party – An interested person who contacts the Development Services Center by 
phone or email and requests to receive all notices for a specific hearing 
NOTE:  An interested party is not a Party of Record and cannot request reconsideration of the 
Hearing Examiner’s recommendation or decision or appeal the decision to the City Council 
 
Party of Record – An interested person who has testified or submitted written testimony to express 
their views at the Public Hearing or has submitted written comments (email is acceptable) to the 
Development Services Center by the stated date 
NOTE:  Only Parties of Record have the right to request reconsideration of the Hearing Examiner’s 
recommendation or decision or appeal the decision to the City Council 
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Examples of Permits by Type 
Type I 
Sign Permit Sign Program 
Clearing and Grading Permit Boundary Line Adjustment 
Certificate of Appropriateness Level I Short Term Temporary Use Permit 
Shoreline Exemption Performance Standards in Wellhead Protection Zones 
Extended Public Area Use Permit Hazardous Materials Management Plan 
Hazardous Materials Permit Hazardous Materials Inventory Statement 
Structure Movement Permit Telecommunication Facility Permit 
UFC Permit Sewer Permit 
Flood Zone Permit Hydrant Permit 
Right-of-Way Use Permit Tree Removal Permit 
Fire Protection Permit Water Permit 
Building Permit Electrical Permit 
Mechanical Permit Plumbing Permit 
Special Event Permit  
 
Type II 
SEPA Review Administrative Design Flexibility 
Short Plat Binding Site Plan 
Site Plan Entitlement Certificate of Appropriateness, Level II 
Administrative Modification Shoreline Permit 
Special Use Permit Reasonable Use Permit (public) 
 
Type III 
Preliminary Plat Reasonable Use Permit (private) 
Shoreline Conditional Use CAO Exception for Streets and/or Utilities 
Variance Shoreline Variance 
 
Type IV 
Essential Public Facility 
Master Planned Development (Residential or Commercial) 
Planned Development (Residential or Commercial) 
Development Guide Amendment not requiring a Comprehensive Plan Amendment 
 
Type V 
Annexation Plat Alteration 
Final Plat Plat Vacation 
Right-of-Way Vacation Long Term Temporary Use 
Critical Area Exemption for Streets and/or Utilities 
 
Type VI 
Development Guide Amendment (text) 
Comprehensive Plan Map and Policies 
 
Type VII 
Historic Landmark Designation 
Certificate of Appropriateness, Level III 
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Decision Making and Appeal Authority 
 

Type Type of 
Review 

Public 
Hearing 

Recommendation 
By 

Decision 
By 

Administrative 
Appeal 

Judicial 
Appeal 

I Administrative No None Department Determined by 
permit  

Superior 
Court 

II Administrative No N/A Technical 
Committee 

Hearing 
Examiner 

Superior 
Court 

III Quasi-Judicial Yes Technical 
Committee 

Hearing 
Examiner 

City Council Superior 
Court 

IV Quasi-Judicial Yes Hearing Examiner City Council None Superior 
Court 

V Quasi-Judicial Optional Technical 
Committee 

City Council None Superior 
Court 

VI Legislative Yes Planning 
Commission 

City Council None Superior 
Court 

VII Quasi-Judicial Yes Landmark 
Commission 

Landmark 
Commission 

Hearing 
Examiner 

Superior 
Court 
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City Information Provided to the Community  
 
Focus on Redmond – quarterly newsmagazine mailed directly to residents and businesses  
Provides information on City services, programs and issues 
 
Legal Notices – alert the community to opportunities for public comment and/or hearings on 
issues affecting their neighborhoods. Depending upon the proposal, legal notices may be 
posted on site, mailed to properties/residents within 500 feet, published in the City’s official 
newspaper (Seattle Times), at the Library, City Hall and on the City’s website. 
 
Postings – Special meeting notices, public hearing notices, Council meeting notices and other 
timely information is posted in the City Hall lobby and the Redmond Library  
 
Press releases – sent out to area media and posted and archived on the City’s website   
 
Property Notification Signs – covered under Legal Notices 
 
RCTV Channels 21 and 75 – government access channels on Cable TV 
Provides live cablecast, replays and web streaming of City Council and commission meetings, 
documentaries, community events and arts programming   
 
Website – www.redmond.gov 
Provides information on City functions, services and programs and e-services including 
recreation class registration, online permit and job applications and various services for 
businesses 
 
 
City Council Actions 
The City Council’s role is to establish City law and policy by passing resolutions and ordinances.  
 
City Resolutions 
Resolutions are adopted to express Council policy or to direct certain types of administrative 
action. A resolution may be changed by adoption of a subsequent resolution.  
 
City Ordinances 
City Ordinances are legislative acts or local laws.  They are the most permanent and binding 
form of Council action and may be changed or repealed only by a subsequent ordinance. 
Ordinances normally become effective five days after they are published in the City's official 
newspaper (Seattle Times).  
 
All City laws are enacted through ordinances; hence the topics are very diverse from adopting 
the City budget to establishing speed limits to annexing property to accepting donations.  
Perhaps the type of ordinance that can require the most public involvement are those which 
deal with land-use regulations and recommendations from the Hearing Examiner or Planning 
Commission. 
 
The following example (page 14) used to illustrate the passage of a City ordinance is a land-use 
example not requiring a public hearing with the Hearing Examiner. 
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Passage of a Land-use City Ordinance 
 

 
Application 

Technical 
Committee 

Review 

 
Property owner submits  

Community Involvement Process 
 Mail notices 
 Website information 
 Public meeting  
 
Size and impact of process determine size of involvement 

Technical 
Committee 

Recommendation 

Planning 
Commission 

Review 

Study Session (open to public – no comments accepted) 
Public Hearing 
 Testimony 
 Comments 
 Letters 
 Email 
Additional Study Sessions 
  

Business Meeting 
Commission 

Recommendation 

 
City Council 
Deliberation 

Study Session (open to public – no comments accepted) 
 
 
Comments to City Council* 
 Email 
 Letters   

City Council 
Business Meeting 

 
Decision 

 
Items from the audience 
 

*City Councilmembers are unable to receive comments or talk 
about issues they may need to rule on in a quasi-judicial setting 

PLEASE NOTE:  Any errors or discrepancies found in this document should be reported to mgronlund@redmond.gov. 
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